Following a Bible Study Through

1. Prepare with prayer.

2. Pick a topic or passage.

3. Study key passage thoroughly, being sure to read the entire reference in context with the surrounding scripture.  Read it several times.  What does the passage as a whole mean?  What does it say to you at this point in your walk with Christ?  Write down questions you have as you read through, and research the answer using study aids.

4. Check other translations.  How have scholars translated the Greek or Hebrew?  Is there any controversy with the way some of the words are translated?

5. Follow cross-references and search for other related passages.  How are some of the same Hebrew or Greek words used in other passages?  Did the same event occur in other places in scripture?  Did the same circumstances occur elsewhere with a different outcome?

6. Follow topical chain for other related topics and references.  Especially if it is a difficult passage to understand, use other study aids to gain insight as to what others think about the passage.  Try to expand the searches that you originally did to gain additional insight as to what the writer meant when it was written.  Would additional geographical or historical information help with the interpretation?

7. Begin to piece together God’s Word with the original intent of the author (i.e., God). Are you trying to interpret with the passages’ obvious meaning, or are you trying to make more out of it than is really there?

8. Confirm conclusions through other sources.

9. Pose questions to other Christian Friends and Teachers.

10. Pray again that God has lead you to His inspired interpretation of the scripture, and not your own.

11. Apply the scripture to your life today, putting the Word into action.  How can you use what you have learned in a situation today?  

