An Example Study:  2 Timothy 3:16-17

The Word is Inspired by God





1.	Pray.  Ask God to give you wisdom in beginning the study.  Ask Him to guide you in understanding and applying His Word.



2.	Begin with a topic.  The Word of God is Inspired by God.  Find a passage you have been thinking about.  You know the passage has the words ÒScriptureÓ and ÒInspiredÓ in it (see attached search screen).  Found the reference as 2 Tim 3:16.



3.	Look up 2 Tim.3:16 and read it in context.  Decide upon key text as 3:16-17.

2Ti.3:16-17 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 



4.	Read notes in study Bible.  I use the Ryrie Study Bible.  These are the notes on 3:16 from the New American Standard edition of 1978:

All Scripture is inspired.  Lit., God-breathed; i.e., the Bible came from God through the men who wrote it (see 2 Pet. 1:21).  God superintended these human authors so that, using their individual personalities, they composed and recorded without error GodÕs Word to man.  Christ attested to the fact that inspiration extends to the very words (Matt. 5:18; John 10:35).  In the same verse, Paul quoted Deuteronomy and Luke as Scripture (1 Tim. 5:18), and Peter declared PaulÕs epistles to be Scripture (2 Pet. 3:16).  Inspiration does not involve mechanical dictation but the accurate recording of GodÕs words.  Inspiration does not extend beyond the original manuscripts, though the texts we possess today have been transmitted with high accuracy.



5.	Check references from the study Bible.



2Pe.1:21  For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

Good.  This is the point we want to focus on.



Mt.5:17-19  "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.  I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.  Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 

The Word of God endures.  This seems to contratict the notes in the Study Bible.  Minimally, it makes me question them.



Jn.10:35 If he called them 'gods,' to whom the word of God came--and the Scripture cannot be broken-- 

Talks about the truth of scriptures.  Important, but not germane to the topic at hand.



1Ti.5:18 For the Scripture says, "Do not muzzle the ox while it is treading out the grain," [b] and "The worker deserves his wages." [c] 

Shows that the Paul considered LukeÕs writings scripture.  Again, important, but not applicable to our topic.



2Pe.3:15-18  Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him.  He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction.  Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position.  But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.  

This passage specifically states that God inspired Paul!





6.	Read the context of the references to confirm that you are not taking them out of context.



7.	Elminate the texts not directly related to the topic at Hand.



8.	Check other references from a concordance or a computer program.  If you are using the Thompson Chain Reference Bible, find a relevant chain reference and follow it.  My computer program uses the Thompson Chains, so I follow them as well.  See the attached sheet for information from chain #417, Word Devinely Inspired.



9.	Follow related chains and/or references.  ThompsonÕs chains are 1774, General References to Inspiration, and 1775, Promises of special Inspiration.  See the attached sheet for details.  Several new references come out of this search.



Is.51:16 I have put my words in your mouth   and covered you with the shadow of my hand--  I who set the heavens in place,   who laid the foundations of the earth,   and who say to Zion, 'You are my people.'"   

God speaks directly of His power and majesty, as well as the fact that His Words are in the mouth of Isaiah.



Mt.10:19 But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, 

Christ tells the disciples not to worry about what to say, that God will provide the words.



1Co.2:13 This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words. [c] 

The Spirit teaches us and speaks to us.



10.	If there are any passages that you donÕt understand, seek meaning through other study aids.



11.	Consolidate texts into format for review.



12.	Form information into logical groups or groups for presentation or for thought and review.
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