An Example Study:  Job 40:15-24

Behemoth

1. Pray.  Ask God to give you wisdom in beginning the study.  Ask Him to guide you in understanding and applying His Word.


2. We picked a study on Dinosaurs in the Bible.  In particular, the Behemoth of Job 40.


3. Read the passage in context.  Read all of chapter 40.  What is the context of the verse?  In one sentence, what is it about?


4. Read the same verses in each translation.  What are the differences in the translations?  
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What other words are used for “behemoth”?

NAS Job 40:15 "Behold now, Behemoth, which I made as well as you; He eats grass like an ox.

NIV Job 40:15 "Look at the behemoth, which I made along with you and which feeds on grass like an ox.

NKJ Job 40:15 " Look now at the behemoth, which I made along with you; He eats grass like an ox.

NLT Job 40:15 "Take a look at the mighty hippopotamus. I made it, just as I made you. It eats grass like an ox.

YLT Job 40:15 Lo, I pray thee, Behemoth, that I made with thee: Grass as an ox he eateth.

5. Use study aids to determine the meaning of difficult passages or confusing words.  Read the passages around the references to confirm that you are not taking them out of context.  Be very cautious not to take anything out of context.

Wesley’s notes: Behemoth - Very learned men take the leviathan to be the crocodile, and the behemoth to be the river - horse, which may fitly be joined with the crocodile, both being well known to Joband his friends, as being frequent in the adjacent parts, both amphibious, living and preying both in the water and upon the land. And both creatures of great bulk and strength. Made - As I made thee. Grass - The river - horse comes out of the river upon the land to feed upon corn, and hay, or grass, as an ox doth, to whom also he is not unlike in the form of his head and feet, and in the bigness of his body, whence the Italians call him, the sea - ox.

Scofield’s Bible Notes:  behemoth  Or, the elephant, as some think.

Matthew Henry’s Commentary:  Behemoth signifies beasts in general, but must here be meant of some one particular species. Some understand it of the bull; others of an amphibious animal, well known (they say) in Egypt, called the river-horse (hippopotamus), living among the fish in the river Nile, but coming out to feed upon the earth. But I confess I see no reason to depart from the ancient and most generally received opinion, that it is the elephant that is here described, which is a very strong stately creature, of very large stature above any other, of wonderful sagacity, and of so great a reputation in the animal kingdom that among so many four-footed beasts as we have had the natural history of (ch. 38 and 39) we can scarcely suppose this should be omitted.

Gill’s Commentary :  Behold, now behemoth,.... The word is plural, and signifies beasts, and may be used to denote the chiefest and largest of beasts, and therefore is commonly understood of the elephant; and certain it is that a single beast is described in the following account, and so the word is rendered, Psa_73:22; The word is here rendered by the Septuagint θηρια, "beasts"; which is the word used by the Greeks (c) for elephants as "belluae", a word of the same signification, is by the Latins (d): and so the Sabines called an elephant "barrus", and the Indians "barro" (e), בער, a "beast"; and it may be observed, that ivory is called "shenhabbim", 1Ki_10:22; that is, "shenhabehim", "behem" or "behemoth" (f), the tooth of the beast: and it may be also observed, that Seneca (g) says, that the Nile produces beasts like the sea; meaning particularly the crocodile and hippopotamus. Bochart dissents from the commonly received opinion of the elephant being meant; and thinks the "hippopotamus", or river horse, is intended so called from its having a head like a horse; and is said to have a mane, and to neigh like one, and to bear some resemblance to it in its snout, eyes, ears, and back (h). And the reasons that celebrated author has given for this his opinion have prevailed on many learned men to follow him; and there are some things in the description of behemoth, as will be observed, which seem better to agree with the river horse than with the elephant. It is an amphibious creature, and sometimes lives upon the land, and sometimes in the water; and by various (i) writers is often called a beast and four footed one

Matthew Henry’s Commentary:  behemoth:  בהמות [Strong’s H930], Perhaps an extinct dinosaur, maybe a Diplodocus or Brachiosaurus, the exact meaning is unknown. Some translate as elephant or hippopotamus but from the description in Job_40:15-24, this is patently absurd.

6. Check other references from a concordance or a computer program. 


Deut. 32:24; Job 12:7; 40:15; Ps. 8:8; 50:10; 73:22; Isa. 30:6; Jer. 12:4; Joel 1:20; 

2:22; Hab. 2:17
All are occurrences of the word “behemoth” in Hebrew, but are translated “beast” 

or “beasts” elsewhere.

7. Try to understand the intent of the writer.    Upon first reading of the passage, what animal do you think of?  Does it make sense that the animal could be a hippopotamus?  An elephant?  Review your thoughts on item 3 above.  If the writer was trying to portray the majesty of God, then the hippo would not only not meet the criteria of the description, but would also be able to be tamed.

8. If there are any passages that you don’t understand, seek meaning through other study aids.

Easton’s Bible Dictionary:

Behemoth

(Job_40:15-24). Some have supposed this to be an Egyptian word meaning a “water-ox.” The Revised Version has here in the margin “hippopotamus,” which is probably the correct rendering of the word. The word occurs frequently in Scripture, but, except here, always as a common name, and translated “beast” or “cattle.”

Tail like a cedar:

NAU Job 40:17 "He bends his tail like a cedar; The sinews of his thighs are knit together.

NIV Job 40:17 His tail sways like a cedar; the sinews of his thighs are close-knit.

NKJ Job 40:17 He moves his tail like a cedar; The sinews of his thighs are tightly knit.

NLT Job 40:17 Its tail is as straight as a cedar. The sinews of its thighs are tightly knit together.

YLT Job 40:17 He doth bend his tail as a cedar, The sinews of his thighs are wrapped together,

9. Consolidate texts into format for review.

Characteristics of Behemoth:

· Eats grass like an ox

· Strength in his loins

· Power in the muscles of his belly

· Bends his tail like a cedar

· Sinews of his thighs are knit together

· Bones are tubes of bronze

· Limbs are bars of iron

· First among the creation

· Mountains bring him food

· Lies down under lotus trees

· Hides in the reeds of the marsh

· Lotus trees shade him

· Willows surround him

· Confident against a rushing river

· The Jordan does not scare him

· No one can capture and tame him

10. As you review the text, write down questions that you have and seek answers to the questions using available study aids.  Pray again for inspired interpretation.

11. Form information into logical groups or groups for presentation or for thought and review.  If the animal described is truly a dinosaur, what does that say about our understanding of who God is, who we are, and how we react to the world around us?
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