Spiritual Gifts Questions

1. If it isn’t possible to lose the gift or gifts you are given, would it be fair to say that it acts kind of like a muscle?  The more you use it the more you can do with it, and if you don’t use it at all, it whithers or atrophies?



2. If spiritual gifts were evident in the Old Testament, when did they get their gifts if there was no specific point of conversion?

Numbers 11:25 Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to him; and He took of the Spirit who was upon him and placed Him upon the seventy elders. And when the Spirit rested upon them, they prophesied.

Judges 15:14-15 When he came to Lehi, the Philistines shouted as they met him. And the Spirit of the LORD came upon him mightily so that the ropes that were on his arms were as flax that is burned with fire, and his bonds dropped from his hands. 15 He found a fresh jawbone of a donkey, so he reached out and took it and killed a thousand men with it.

1Samuel 16:13-14 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. And Samuel arose and went to Ramah.  14 Now the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD terrorized him.

3. Christ himself displayed a wide variety of spiritual gifts, i.e., healing, helps, teaching, administration, miracles, prophesy, etc.  Was he given these because he was God on earth as a man, or did he have them because he is God and God has all of these gifts?  Did he need these gifts to further his father’s will for him?

Colossians 2:9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form.

Ephesians 4:4-8 
4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all. 7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ's gift. 8 Therefore it says, "WHEN HE ASCENDED ON HIGH, HE LED CAPTIVE A HOST OF CAPTIVES, AND HE GAVE GIFTS TO MEN."
