The Promise of His Coming
2 Peter 3:3-18

The Promise of His second coming is from before His first.

God discloses to His people through the prophets in the Old Testament that Christ will come once to earth to save, then to conquer.  There are many passages in the Old Testament (such as Is. 65, Ps. 2,  Ps. 110, Dan. 7) that point to a second coming of Christ.  Below is a passage from Zechariah.

"Sing for joy and be glad, O daughter of Zion; for behold I am coming and I will dwell in your midst," declares the LORD.  "And many nations will join themselves to the LORD in that day and will become My people. Then I will dwell in your midst, and you will know that the LORD of hosts has sent Me to you.  "And the LORD will possess Judah as His portion in the holy land, and will again choose Jerusalem. "Be silent, all flesh, before the LORD; for He is aroused from His holy habitation."    (Zec 2:11-13 NASB)

The Promise is restated and reconfirmed by Christ.

Christ, when He was here on earth emphasized that He would be coming again.

"Let not your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me.  "In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.  "And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.  "And you know the way where I am going."    (John 14:1-4 NASB)

Who is the Promise for?

God promised salvation for all who believe on His name.  Salvation ultimately means spending eternity with Him in heaven (the promise of His second coming).

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus;  who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.    (Titus 2:11-14 NASB)

When will Christ come again?

"Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is coming. "But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at what time of the night the thief was coming, he would have been on the alert and would not have allowed his house to be broken into. "For this reason you be ready too; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not think He will.  "Who then is the faithful and sensible slave whom his master put in charge of his household to give them their food at the proper time?    (Mat 24:42-45 NASB)

How will we know it’s Him?

And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was departing, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them;  and they also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven."    (Acts 1:10-11 NASB)

"If therefore they say to you, 'Behold, He is in the wilderness,' do not go forth, or, 'Behold, He is in the inner rooms,' do not believe them.  "For just as the lightning comes from the east, and flashes even to the west, so shall the coming of the Son of Man be.    (Mat 24:26-27 NASB)

What should we do until then?

In short, we should be making sure that the we, and the world, are ready for His coming again.  That means obeying Him, walking in His ways, and preparing the way for Him by telling, teaching, and preaching the gospel to all people.

I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom:  preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.     For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires; and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths.  But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.    (2 Tim 4:1-5 NASB)
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