God’s Promise to Solomon


The Promise Made


Now Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of his father David, except he sacrificed and burned incense on the high places.  And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place; Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. In Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream at night; and God said, "Ask what you wish me to give you."  Then Solomon said, "Thou hast shown great lovingkindness to Thy servant David my father, according as he walked before Thee in truth and righteousness and uprightness of heart toward Thee; and Thou hast reserved for him this great lovingkindness, that Thou hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day.  "And now, O LORD my God, Thou hast made Thy servant king in place of my father David, yet I am but a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. "And Thy servant is in the midst of Thy people which Thou hast chosen, a great people who cannot be numbered or counted for multitude. "So give Thy servant an understanding heart to judge Thy people to discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Thine?"   And it was pleasing in the sight of the Lord that Solomon had asked this thing.  And God said to him, "Because you have asked this thing and have not asked for yourself long life, nor have asked riches for yourself, nor have you asked for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself discernment to understand justice, behold, I have done according to your words.  Behold, I have given you a wise and discerning heart, so that there has been no one like you before you, nor shall one like you arise after you. "And I have also given you what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that there will not be any among the kings like you all your days. "And if you walk in My ways, keeping My statutes and commandments, as your father David walked, then I will prolong your days."   Then Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. And he came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and offered burnt offerings and made peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants.    (1 Ki 3:3-15 NASB)





What was the promise that God made to Solomon?





Was it conditional?





What was Solomon’s part in the promise?





Why did God give Solomon the opportunity to make the request?


The Promise Kept


So King Solomon became greater than all the kings of the earth in riches and in wisdom.  And all the earth was seeking the presence of Solomon, to hear his wisdom which God had put in his heart.    (1 Ki 10:23-24 NASB)





In what ways did God keep His promise?





How does God continue to keep this promise?





What was the purpose of the promise?





The Promise for us Today


But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. For let not that man expect that he will receive anything from the Lord, being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.    (James 1:5-8 NASB)





How is this a continuation of the promise made to Solomon?





Can we claim this promise today?





In what ways can we claim this promise?
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