A Promise is a Promise





The Lord GOD has sworn by Himself, the LORD God of hosts has declared: "I loathe the arrogance of Jacob, And I detest his citadels; Therefore, I will deliver up the city and all it contains."    (Amos 6:8 NASB)





Then the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, "By Myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son, indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens, and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies. "And in your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice."    (Gen 22:15-18 NASB)





[B;v.nI   H7650. shaba,  [989a]; denom. vb. from H7651; to swear:-- adjure(6), exchanged oaths(m)(1), made a covenant(1), made an oath(1), promised by oath(1), promised on oath(1), put under an oath(2), solemn(1), solemnly swear(1), strictly put under oath(1), swear(46), swearer(1), swearing(1), swears(6), swore(56), sworn(41), take an oath(4), takes(1), took an oath(4), used a curse(1), vow(1), vowed(6).





The LORD changed His mind about this. "It shall not be," said the LORD.    (Amos 7:3 NASB)





The LORD changed His mind about this. "This too shall not be," said the Lord GOD.    (Amos 7:6 NASB)





"And also the Glory of Israel will not lie or change His mind; for He is not a man that He should change His mind."    (1 Sam 15:29 NASB)





~x;nI  H5162. nacham,  [636d]; a prim. root; to be sorry, console oneself:-- am sorry(1), appeased(1), become a consolation(1), change(7), changed(4), comfort(31), comforted(18), comforter(2), comforters(4), comforts(2), console(3), consolers(1), consoling(1), ended(1), give rest(1), have compassion(2), mind(10), minds(1), moved to pity(1), regret(1), regretted(1), relent(5), relented(4), relenting(3), relents(1), relieved(1), repent(3), repented(2), sorry(6), think better(1), time of mourning(1).





The example of Sodom and Gomorrah:  Gen. 18:23-33, 19:29





So the LORD said, "If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare the whole place on their account."    (Gen 18:26 NASB)





'And I will bring you to the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and I will give it to you for a possession; I am the LORD.'"    (Exo 6:8 NASB)





af'n"  H5375. nasa, nasah,  [669d]; a prim. root; to lift, carry, take:-- accept*(3), accepted*(1), advanced(1), anything(m)(1), arises(1), assisted(1), bear(61), bearer(17), bearers(2), bearing(4), bears(1), become proud(m)(2), bore(9), borne(5), bring(10), bring forth(1), bringing(7), brought(5), carried(45), carries(6), carry(45), carry away(1), carry off(2), carrying(20), contain(1), continued*(1), count*(1), desire*(2), direct(1), ease(m)(1), endure(4), endured(1), ever forgive(1), exalt(2), exalted(9), exalting(2), fetch(1), forget(1), forgive(10), forgiven(3),  forgives(1), forgiving(2), found(3), grant(1), granted(m)(1), have(1), high(1), honor*(1), honorable*(3), incur(2), laid(2), lift(64), lifted(67), lifts(4), load(2), loaded(3), lofty(1), longing*(1), looked*(1), looked with desire*(m)(1), make(m)(1), married(1), must be carried(1), obtained(1), offer(3), pardon(3), pardons(1), partial*(2), partiality*(1), pick(1),  picked(1), picks(3), promoted(1), protest(m)(1), put(1), raise(5), raised(13), receive(2), receive*(2), receives(1), regard(1), released*(m)(1), respected*(1), rise(2), rose(5), sets(1), shield-bearer*(1), shield-carrier*(1), show partiality*(5), showed favor*(m)(1), showing partiality*(1), shows partiality*(1), sing(m)(1), spare(2), stirred(3), suffer(m)(2), supplied(1), support(1), supported(1), sustain(2), swear*(1), swore*(11), sworn*(2), take(49), take away(1), taken(8), takes(3), took(37), towers(m)(1), transporters*(1), upheaved(1), wearing(m)(1), went on(m)(1), withhold(m)(1), wore(1), worked(m)(1).








How should we interpret these passages?





Given these passages, how  do we reconcile the seeming contradiction between what God says He will do and what He actually does?





How can we continue to trust in what God says?





In what ways does God change His mind?





What does it mean when God changes His mind?








Also consider these passages:





Genesis 6:7, Exodus 13:7, Judges 2:18, 1 Samuel 15:11, Psalms 110:4, Jeremiah 4:28, 15:6, 18:8-10, 26:13, 
