Predestination
NOTE:  Regardless of how you believe about predestination, there is strong support for both points of view.  This is not an issue that should divide us as brothers and sisters in Christ.  It is an issue, however, that many people must deal with in order to feel confident about their salvation and, thus, is an issue we should at least be informed about.

Calvinism


Arminianism

Passages dealing with predestination:

Ro.8:29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 

Ro.8:30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 

Ep.1:1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,

¶ To the saints in Ephesus, [a] the faithful [b] in Christ Jesus:

Ep.1:2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Ep.1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.

Ep.1:4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 

Ep.1:5 he [c][d] predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will--

Ep.1:6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves.

Ep.1:7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace

Ep.1:8 that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding.

Ep.1:9 And he [e][f] made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 

Ep.1:10 to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment--to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ. 

Ep.1:11 In him we were also chosen, [g] having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 

Ep.1:12 in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 

Ep.1:13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 

Ep.1:14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession--to the praise of his glory. 

Ep.2:6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 

Ep.2:7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 

Ep.2:8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- 

Ep.2:9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 

Ep.2:10 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

Ac.13:48 When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life believed. 
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Read the following passages dealing with predestination:

Romans 8:29-30, Ephesians 1:1-14, Ephesians 2:6-10, Acts 13:48

Questions:

1.
Define “Predestination”.

2.
Who is predestined and to what are they predestined?

3.
Put Romans 8:29 and Ephesians 1:11-12 into your own words.

4.
What does it mean to follow the will of God?

5.
How are we saved?  Explain the process of salvation (in 20 words or less--I couldn’t resist).

6.
Read Romans 10:6-13.  Do you want to change the answer you gave to question 5?

“Reformed” Calvinist Thought

T
Total Depravity

U
Unconditional Election  

L
Limited Atonement

I
Irresistible Grace

P
Perseverance of the Saints
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