The Tabernacle

Background

· The people have been freed from Egypt after the Passover

· Pharoah changes his mind (big surprise!) and follows Israel.  God uses Moses to part the Red Sea.  The Israelites pass over on dry land, but the Egyptians drown.  (note Ex. 14:29)  The people finally believe.

· They enter the wilderness

· God feeds the people daily with manna and reestablishes the Sabbath.

· God provides water from a rock

· God gives Moses the 10 Commandments (Ex. 20)

· Three Feasts established

· God speaks to Moses at Sinai

The Tabernacle (Exodus 25-28)

· The offering for the Tabernacle

· The Purpose of the Tabernacle

· The Ark of the Covenant

· The Table of Bread and the Lampstand

· The “Walls”

· The Oil and Lamp

· The Priests’ Clothes

Questions 

1. Why was the tabernacle built?  What was its purpose?

2. What was the function of the Ark of the Covenant?

3. What was the purpose of the curtains in the Tabernacle?

4. Why would God give such specific commandments about the building of the Tabernacle?

In what ways was the Tabernacle a picture of Christ as our Passover lamb?

Study Notes

Quickly cover the background.  These are all the events that take place between Moses and the Passover, and the commandments concerning the Tabernacle.  The most significant of these events is the giving of the Ten Commandments…the convenant between God and His people.

Review all the elements of the building of the Tabernacle.  You don’t want to read all three chapters during class. You may want to make note of some specific verses that you want to read, or have some of the members of the class read.

Make sure you point out the details that are outlined here.  You may want to draw a comparison between the specific instructions given here and the instructions that God gave Noah when building the Ark.

Answers to Questions

1. The purpose of the Tabernacle was to give a place for God to dwell among His people.  This was in keeping with the covenant that He had established with His people.  It was intended to be a place of worship and a reminder that God was always there.

2. The Ark of the Covenant contained the tablets on which the Ten Commandments were written, Aaron’s Rod, and the golden jar that held the manna.

3. The veils…the inner-most was broken by Christ himself

4. The objects of the Tabernacle were clearly defined because they were meant to represent something.   Many people believe that the Tabernacle is a representation of Heaven itself.  Hebrews 9 gives us some other insight as to the purpose of some of the objects of worship.

5. See Hebrews 9.  The tabernacle is the body of Christ.  Jesus, when He died, broke the inner veil, allowing all people who claim Him to have direct access to the dwelling place of God.  You may want to mention here that we are now the temple of the Holy Spirit, and that in the same way the Tabernacle was ornate and very exactly designed, so are we.

Typical Sunday School Class

We usually don’t get started until about 9:50.  I usually begin with prayer requests, and just general time of fellowship.  I try to be ready to begin with prayer by about 5 minutes until 10:00.

This allows me to get the lesson started by 10:00.  I do lots of different types of things with the lesson itself.  Sometimes I let them get into groups to do the questions on their own, sometimes I have them read the scripture.  Sometimes I use illustrations to help them remember key points, etc.  Do whatever you feel comfortable with. 

There’s almost always some degree of discussion on the questions.  Sometimes you have to prod for input, but not usually.

I usually try to finish up by about 10:40.  I then try to answer any final questions and provide some application ideas.  One suggestion for application may be the ease with which we as Christians can approach God.  This is only possible because of what Christ has done.  You may want to close with prayer, thanking God that Christ did offer Himself as our Passover lamb.

