Survey of the Minor Prophets

Overview (from The New Open Bible, (1990, page 1065)

	BOOK
	KEY THOUGHT
	THEME

	Hosea
	God’s Love for Israel
	The story of Hosea and his faithless wife illustrates the loyal love of God and the spiritual adultery of Israel

	Joel
	Day of the Lord
	A recent locust plague illustrates the far more terrifying day of the Lord.  God appeals to the people to repent in order to avert the coming disaster

	Amos
	Judgment of Israel
	In eight pronouncements of judgment, Amos spirals around the surrounding countries before landing on Israel.  He lists the sins of Israel and calls for repentance.

	Obadiah
	Judgment of Edom
	Condemns the nation of Edom (descended from Esau) for refusing to act as a brother toward Judah (descended from Jacob).

	Jonah
	Revival in Nineveh
	The repentant response of the people of Nineveh to Jonah’s one-line prophetic message caused the God of mercy to spare the city.

	Micah
	Judgment and Restoration of Judah
	In spite of divine retribution against the corruption of Israel and Judah, God’s covenant with them will be fulfilled in Messiah’s future kingdom.

	Nahum
	Judgment of Nineveh
	About 125 years after Nineveh repented under the preaching of Jonah, Nahum predicted the destruction of the city because of its idolatry and brutality.

	Habakkuk
	Live by Faith
	Troubled with God’s plan to use the Babylonians as His rod of judgment on Judah, Habakkuk praises the Lord after gaining a better perspective on His power and purposes.

	Zephaniah
	Day of the Lord
	The coming day of the Lord is a time of awesome judgment followed by great blessing.  Judah stands condemned, but God will restore the fortunes of the remnant.

	Haggai
	Reconstruction of the Temple
	After the Babylonians exile, Haggai urges the Jews to put God first and finish the Temple they had begun so they can enjoy God’s blessing.

	Zechariah
	Prepare for the Messiah
	Like Haggai, Zechariah exhorts the Jews to complete the construction of the Temple.  He relates it to the coming of Messiah in a series of visions and messianic prophecies.

	Malachi
	Appeal to Backsliders
	The spiritual climate of the people had grown cold, and Malachi rebukes them for their religious and social compromise.  If they return to God with sincere hearts, they will be blessed.


Outline of Study

	Wk
	Book
	#Ch
	References
	Topic

	1-2
	Hosea
	14
	1:2-3, 10; 2:17-18; 3:1-2; 6:1-2; 11:1-12; 14:1,9
	Remain true to God.  He is faithful even through our unfaithfulness.

	3
	Joel
	3
	2:1-11, 18, 28-32; 3:16-21
	You must repent and turn to God.  He is faithful to His people and provides a way for all to be saved.

	4-5
	Amos
	9
	3:1-2, 11-12; 4:2-3, 12-13; 5:15, 20-27; 6:8; 7:1-3, 5-6; 8:11-14; 9:8-12
	The judgment of Israel and God’s mercy.

	6
	Obadiah
	1
	1-2, 10-14, 21
	Edom is judged because of its treatment of Jacob.

	7
	Jonah
	4
	1:2-3, 4, 9-12, 17; 2:10; 3:1-4, 5, 10; 4:1-11
	God’s mission is fulfilled.  Our resistance to God’s plan has consequences.

	8-9
	Micah
	7
	2:1-3, 6-12; 3:5-8; 4:1-5; 5:2, 5, 15; 7:7-20
	God’s complete plan for the people of Judah and Israel is finalized in the millennial reign of Christ.

	10
	Nahum
	3
	1:1-8; 2:8-10; 3:5, 12-19
	The destruction of Nineveh.

	11
	Habakkuk
	3
	1:2, 12-13; 2:4-7, 14-15, 18-20; 3:2-4, 13-14, 18-19
	God’s glory is revealed through His power and His justice.

	12
	Zephaniah
	3
	1:2, 7, 14, 18; 2:3, 6-7, 10-11, 15; 3:9-16, 20
	God has a plan to restore all people through judgment on the earth and blessing in the Day of the Lord.

	13
	Haggai
	2
	1:1-2, 8-9,14-15; 2:1-10,14,21
	God’s blessings are limited because they have refused to build the temple.

	14-15
	Zechariah
	14
	1:8-11, 15-17, 21; 2:2-5, 10-11; 3:4, 8-9; 4:6-9, 13-14; 5:2, 11; 6:2-5, 8, 12-14; 7:8-14; 9:2, 7-8, 11, 14-17, 23
	The sins of Judah will continue to plague the nation.  Build the temple and bring honor to God, preparing the way for Messiah.

	16
	Malachi
	4
	1:1-4, 8, 14:2:3-13, 16-17; 3:6-15, 17; 4:1-6
	An appeal for the people to return to God and honor Him.


