Survey of the Minor Prophets:  Malachi

	Book
	#Ch
	References
	Topic

	Malachi
	4
	1:1-4, 8, 14:2:3-13, 16-17; 3:6-15, 17; 4:1-6
	An appeal for the people to return to God and honor Him.


The spiritual climate of the people had grown cold, and Malachi rebukes them for their religious and social compromise.  If they return to God with sincere hearts, they will be blessed.

History/Background:

· Written between 432 and 425 BC.

· Written during Persian rule.

· Most likely written during the time that Nehemiah was absent from Israel/Judah.

· About 100 years after Haggai and Zechariah

Storyline:

· The priests are corrupt

· They offer imperfect sacrifices

· The priests are cursed

· The people are guilty of sin as well

· They are called upon to remember God and turn to Him.

· If they do, they will be rewarded with eternal life.

Questions for Thought:

· From chapter 1, describe how the priests have shown disrespect to God.

· What were the consequences of the priests actions?

· Were the priests sins the only ones that God was concerned about?

· What does verse 2:15 mean when it says “remnant of the Spirit”?

· Explain verse 2:17.  What does it mean when it says that “everyone who does evis is good in the sight of the Lord”?

· Who is the messenger mentioned in chapter 3?  (Luke 7:27)

· How did Christ perfect the sacrifice offered in the temple?

· Read 2:6-15.  How were the people harming their relationship with God?

· What are the consequences of not returning to God (4:1-3)?

· What is the reward of keeping His Word?

What can we learn from Malachi?

· God is our Father and the one we must depend upon.
Galatians 4:4-7


· Remain true to Him and He will remain true to you.
1 John 1:5-2:29
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