Survey of the Minor Prophets:  Joel

	Book
	#Ch
	References
	Topic

	Joel
	3
	2:1-11, 18, 28-32; 3:16-21
	You must repent and turn to God.  He is faithful to His people and provides a way for all to be saved.


Joel was a prophet to the larger southern kingdom of Judah.  It tells the story of a locust plague, and of drought, and explains how the day of the Lord will be much more terrible.  God appeals to the people to repent in order to avoid the disaster to come.

History/Background:

· Unclear because of no reference to any specific dated events.

· Some argue that it was written post-exile.

· Others argue a date around 835 BC.

Storyline:

· Plagues of locusts have come upon Judah.

· Total destruction has followed the plague.

· Drought comes upon Judah.

· The people mourn because of the destruction.

· A description of destruction due to God’s judgment (the Day of the Lord).

· A call to repentance and salvation.

· Restoration of Judah.

Questions for Thought:

· Describe the invading army in 2:1-11.  How does it relate to the invading locusts?  Read Revelation 9:1-12.  

· What is a solemn assembly?  Why did God call on the people to call such a gathering?  What was its purpose?

· Why does God allow victory over the northern army?

· What is God describing in 2:28-32?  Read Revelation 6:12-13

· What is God’s promise for those who repent and turn back to Him?

· In what ways are we also called to this same repentance?

What can we learn from Joel?

· God loves His people and wants them to repent.
Exodus 32:11-14; Deuteronomy 7:6-8; Psalm 33:12; Revelation 21:3

· God always provides a way of salvation for all.
Psalm 67; Romans 11:1-3; 1 Timothy 2:1-4; 2 Timothy 1:7-12; 1 Corinthians 10:32-33; 1 Corinthians 9:22-23; Romans 11:13-14
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