Survey of the Minor Prophets:  Hosea

	Book
	#Ch
	References
	Topic

	Hosea
	14
	1:2-3, 10; 2:17-18; 3:1-2; 6:1-2; 11:1-12; 14:1,9
	Remain true to God.  He is faithful even through our unfaithfulness.


Hosea is about Hosea and his faithless wife, Gomer.  The prophet illustrates the loyal love of God, and Gomer, the spiritual adultery of Israel.

History/Background:

· The land of the Jews is divided into the Northern and Southern kingdoms (Israel or Ephraim, and Judah).

· Israel has turned away from God, and Hosea is calling for repentance.

· Hosea was a contemporary of Amos, Isaiah, and Micah.  Isaiah and Micah ministered to the Southern kingdom.

· Hosea prophesied during the reign of the last 6 kinds of Israel.

Storyline:

· Hosea was told to take a harlot as a wife.

· Hosea takes Gomer as his wife.

· Jezreel, a son, is born.

· Lo-ruhamah, a daughter, is born.
· Lo-ammi, a son, is born.
· Gomer continues to live a life of harlotry.
· Hosea sends word to Gomer through their children for her to change her ways.
· Judgment on Gomer (and thus Israel) is pronounced.
· Hosea buys back Gomer.
· Further judgment is pronounced against Israel.
· Sins of Israel are declared.

· Israel refuses to repent of her Harlotry.

· Willful sin is predominant.

· Judgments of Israel: dispersed, barren, and destruction.

· God’s love for Israel and His plan for restoration.

Questions for Thought:

· Why was Hosea told to take a harlot for a wife?  Would this not be contrary to God’s law for His people?

· Explain the meaning of the names of Hosea’s children.  What significance does each name have?

· What prophecy is declared in 1:10, which is now being fulfilled?

· What prophecy is declared in 2:17-18, which is yet to be fulfilled?

· Why did Hosea return to Gomer, even after she continued to live a life of faithlessness?

· Explain the prophecy in 6:1-2.

· What is the call of Hosea to the people of Israel?

· What are the consequences of repentance? 

· What are the consequences of continued rebellion?

What can we learn from Hosea?

· God is patient toward His people
2 Peter 3:9; Romans 10:17-21

· God loves His people.
2 Chronicles 2:11; Hebrews 8:9-10; Romans 9:25-26

· God is faithful, even when we are not.
2 Timothy 2:13; 1 Corinthians 10:13; 1 John 1:9; Hebrews 10:23, 11:11
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