Survey of the Minor Prophets:  Zephaniah

	Book
	#Ch
	References
	Topic

	Zephaniah
	3
	1:2, 7, 14, 18; 2:3, 6-7, 10-11, 15; 3:9-16, 20
	God has a plan to restore all people through judgment on the earth and blessing in the Day of the Lord.


The coming day of the Lord is a time of awesome judgment followed by great blessing.  Judah stands condemned, but God will restore the fortunes of the remnant.

History/Background:

· Written between 630 and 625 BC.

· Written when Josiah, the last righteous king, was reigning. 

· Written before the destruction of Nineveh (612 BC)

Storyline:

· The Lord promises judgment on Judah and the rest of the world.

· The destruction of the world will be complete.

· The Day of the Lord is coming quickly.

· Turn from evil to be protected from the Day of the Lord.

· The Remnant of Israel will be saved.

· The whole world will be blessed by the salvation of the Lord.

Questions for Thought:

· If the destruction in chapter 1 is complete, what period of time is the prophet talking about?

· Who will be punished in the Day of the Lord and why?

· When will the Day of the Lord take place?

· Describe the Day of the Lord.

· How will one avoid that Day?

· What nations specifically will be plundered during the Day of the Lord?

· What is the result of the judgment that is to come?

· Read 3:9-13.  Explain why no shame will be felt.  Whose shame is it talking about?

· Who are the lowly people mentioned in 3:12?

· Who is the king mentioned in 3:15?

· What event(s) can we determine from this book will occur prior to the great Day of the Lord?

Consider these verses about the Day of the Lord:

· Ezekiel 30:3ff

· Joel 2 (1, 11, 31)

· Amos 5:18-20

· 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

· 2 Thessalonians 2:1-15

· 2 Peter 3:10

What can we learn from Zephaniah?

· God’s plan of salvation is complete when His judgment is complete.
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