Survey of the Minor Prophets:  Jonah

	Book
	#Ch
	References
	Topic

	Jonah
	4
	1:2-3, 4, 9-12, 17; 2:10; 3:1-4, 5, 10; 4:1-11
	God’s mission is fulfilled.  Our resistance to God’s plan has consequences.


The repentant response of the people of Nineveh to Jonah’s one-line prophetic message caused the God of mercy to spare the city.

History/Background:

· Written about 760 BC.

· Nineveh was the capital of the Assyrian Empire and was founded by Nimrod, Noah’s great-grandson.

· Nineveh was destroyed about 612 BC.

· Many consider this just a story.  However, 2 Kings 14:27 mentions Jonah as a prophet, as does Christ in Matthew 12:39-41.

Storyline:

· God calls on Jonah to go to Nineveh to call for repentance

· Jonah refuses and tries to run away

· On his journey to Tarshish, a huge storm came up while they were in the boat

· After drawing lots to see who was responsible, Jonah was thrown overboard

· A great fish swallowed Jonah

· He stayed there 3 days and 3 nights

· Jonah prayed for God’s deliverance

· He is again called to go to Nineveh

· He goes and calls for repentance.  There is great revival in Nineveh.

· Jonah is unhappy because of the revival and pouts outside the city.

· God teaches him a lesson through the shade plant.

Questions for Thought:

· What is unique about the story of Jonah vs. the other minor prophets that we have studied?

· Why did Jonah not want to go to Nineveh?

· What was Jonah’s response to God when called to go?

· What was God’s purpose for the city of Nineveh?

· Why was Jonah swallowed by the great fish, and why did he stay there for 3 days?

· Describe the response of the people of Nineveh.

· What was God’s response to the people?

· Describe Jonah’s response to the revival of the people.

· Why did Jonah get upset with God?  What truth did he know about God’s nature?

· Explain the lesson of the shade plant that God sent.

What can we learn from Jonah?

· God is a merciful God.
Joel 2:13; Jonah 4:2; James 5:11

· God loves all people and wants all people to come to know Him.
2 Peter 3:9; Romans 8:32; Titus 2:11; 1 Timothy 2:3-4

· When God gives direction in our lives, there are consequences for not following him.
Luke 9:23; Luke 18:18-30

· God is fully able to bring about his will and direction in our lives, even through our own stubbornness.
Hebrews 12:9-11;  1 Corinthians 10:13
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