Survey of the Minor Prophets:  Haggai

	Book
	#Ch
	References
	Topic

	Haggai
	2
	1:1-2, 8-9,14-15; 2:1-10,14,21
	God’s blessings are limited because they have refused to build the temple.


After the Babylonians exile, Haggai urges the Jews to put God first and finish the Temple they had begun so they can enjoy God’s blessing.

History/Background:

· Decree from Cyrus to release the Jews from captivity in Persia in 538 BC.

· Zerubbabel leads return in 536 BC to build the temple.

· Temple work ceases in 534 BC.

· 1:1 – September 1, 520 BC

· 1:15 – September 24, 520 BC

· 2:1 – October 21, 520 BC

· Temple finally completed in 516 BC (not during Haggai)

Storyline:

· The Jews have been in captivity under the Persian Empire.

· They have attempted to rebuild the temple under Zerubbabel, but have become discouraged over opposition that they face.

· The people have become focused on themselves.

· God comes to the prophet Haggai to call the people back to himself.

· God points out the temple is not as magnificent as Solomon’s Temple.

· God promises prosperity to bring the glory back to the temple.

Questions for Thought:

· Read verse 1:9.  What is happening with the people?  What are they doing?  What are they not doing?

· Read verse 2:3.  What was wrong with the temple?

· What is the promise that god makes in 2:6-9?

· Read verse 2:14.  Why is the temple unclean?  What has made it unclean?  How will it be cleansed?

What can we learn from Haggai?

· God blesses work done for His glory.
2 Corinthians 8:16-20; Ephesians 2:10; John 17:3-5


· God continues to work through man to produce His plan for His glory.
Acts 2:22-23; Romans 9:22-24


· It is easy to get discouraged doing God’s work.  We must stay focused on Him to complete the work He’s given us.
Hebrews 12:1-2; Philippians 1:6
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