Survey of the Minor Prophets:  Habakkuk

	Book
	#Ch
	References
	Topic

	Habakkuk
	3
	1:2, 12-13; 2:4-7, 14-15, 18-20; 3:2-4, 13-14, 18-19
	God’s glory is revealed through His power and His justice.


Troubled with God’s plan to use the Babylonians as His rod of judgment on Judah, Habakkuk praises the Lord after gaining a better perspective on His power and purposes.

History/Background:

· Written about 607 BC.

· Likely written during the reign of King Jehoiakim.

· Prior to the Babylonian captivity, but during the rise of the Babylonian empire

Storyline:

· Habakkuk observes the sin of Judah and asks God why it goes unpunished.

· God answers and says that they will be invaded by the Chaldeans (Babylon).

· Habakkuk questions God why he would take a nation even more unrighteous than Judah to use as a way to pass judgment.

· God shows that Judah is as wicked as Babylon, but also that He will use who He will for His purposes.

· Habakkuk yields in reverence and awe at God.

· Habakkuk praises God for His plans and His ways.

Questions for Thought:

· What were the sins of Judah?

· Why was Habakkuk surprised by God’s first answer concerning the invasion of the Chaldeans?

· Read 2:1.  What is Habakkuk afraid of?

· What is the response of God to Habakkuk’s second question?

· In what ways has Judah brought this judgment upon themselves?

· Explain the meaning of verses 8 and 13.  To what/whom is Habakkuk referring?

· What is Habakkuk’s final thought concerning God’s plan for His people?

What can we learn from Habakkuk?

· God knows better than we do.
Job 38; Proverbs 29:26


· We should rejoice at God’s work in our lives, regardless of what that involves.
Ephesians 2:10; Colossians 3:23-24


· Sometimes we cannot change the direction that the world is going to take around us.
2 Timothy 3:1-5; 2 Timothy 4:3-4


· Salvation (our righteousness) comes from the Lord.
Psalm 24:3-5; 37:39
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