Survey of the Minor Prophets:  Amos

	Book
	#Ch
	References
	Topic

	Amos
	9
	3:1-2, 11-12; 4:2-3, 12-13; 5:15, 20-27; 6:8; 7:1-3, 5-6; 8:11-14; 9:8-12
	The judgment of Israel and God’s mercy.


In eight pronouncements of judgment, Amos spirals around the surrounding countries before landing on Israel.  He lists the sins of Israel and calls for repentance.

History/Background:

· Amos prophesied about 755 B.C.

· Just before the Assyrian captivity of 722 B.C.

· Just after a solar eclipse in 763 B.C.

· Uzziah was king of Judah.

· Jeroboam II was king of Israel.

· The earthquake mentioned in 1:1 is also referenced in Zechariah 14:5.

Storyline:

· Israel and the surrounding countries have committed many sins against God.

· God’s judgments are declared.

· Amos calls for repentance from the people.

· Amos’ visions are announced.

· God promises to hold out a remnant.

Questions for Thought:

· What was Amos’ profession?

· Why did God choose Amos as a messenger?

· Did God treat the Israelites the same way he treated surrounding nations who committed sins against Him and His people?  Why?

· Read 3:7.  Why does God do nothing without first telling His prophets?

· What is God’s purpose in revealing to His prophets what is to come?

· What is God’s call to repentance through Amos?

· Explain what it means for God to swear by Himself (6:8).

· What does it mean for God to change His mind (7:3, 6)?

· Explain the process described in 9:8-9.  What is Amos describing?

What can we learn from Amos?

· God is just.
Amos 5:15; Isaiah 30:8

· God is gracious.
Psalm 86:15; Psalm 116:5; Joel 2:13; Jonah 4:2

· God has provided a way of salvation.
Psalm 67:1-7; Exodus 15:2; 2 Samuel 22:1-3,47; Romans 1:16; 1 Thessalonians 5:9-10; Titus 2:11-14
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