Purposes of the Law


To Identify Sin


To Point People Toward Christ








Understanding the Old and New Covenants





God made a promise to Abraham, in essence, revealing to Abraham the plan of salvation yet to come (Genesis 22).





The law came through Moses (Exodus 20).





Because of the law, it was clear to man what was right and what was wrong (even though God had made it evident to them before the law.  See Romans 1).





Therefore, all men stood condemned under the law  (Galatians 3:10, Deuteronomy 27:26, Romans 7).





Because all men were condemned to the consequences of violating the law (death and hell), the law became a curse to all men (because through the law guilt was clear) (Romans 6:20-23, Galatians 3:22).





Since no man could obey the law, there is no way that any man could be justified (read: saved) through the law (Galatians 2:16).





Then Jesus came.  He became the curse for us, that he might pay the real penalty for our sins, and for all sin (Galatians 3:13-14, Hebrews 9:27-28).





Because of Jesus’ death on the cross, the death of God’s only Son, and the blessing of all the nations though His death, the promise to Abraham was fulfilled  (Galatians 3:23-29).





We, then, as those who believe, only need believe.  There’s no need to be concerned about the law in terms of our salvation.  Because of who we are as Christians, we will want to strive to do the things of the law (because they are the process of becoming more Christ-like).  But, we are not bound to that law (Romans 4, James 2:14-26).





This is the entire point that Paul tries to make in the beginning of chapter 3 of Galatians, in verse 3, “Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?”  Certainly not.  Instead, we desire to do and be the things of God because of the renewing of our mind and our spirit.








