Purposes of the Law


To Identify Sin


To Point People Toward Christ








Understanding the Old and New Covenants





God made a promise to Abraham, in essence, revealing to Abraham the plan of salvation yet to come (Genesis 22).


Genesis 22:1-24  NAU Genesis 22:1 Now it came about after these things, that God tested Abraham, and said to him, "Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am."  2 He said, "Take now your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I will tell you."  3 So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him and Isaac his son; and he split wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told him.  4 On the third day Abraham raised his eyes and saw the place from a distance.  5 Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the donkey, and I and the lad will go over there; and we will worship and return to you."  6 Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son, and he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on together.  7 Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, "My father!" And he said, "Here I am, my son." And he said, "Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?"  8 Abraham said, "God will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." So the two of them walked on together.  9 Then they came to the place of which God had told him; and Abraham built the altar there and arranged the wood, and bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.  10 Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.  11 But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am."  12 He said, "Do not stretch out your hand against the lad, and do nothing to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me."  13 Then Abraham raised his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him a ram caught in the thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and took the ram and offered him up for a burnt offering in the place of his son.  14 Abraham called the name of that place The LORD Will Provide, as it is said to this day, "In the mount of the LORD it will be provided."  15 Then the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven,  16 and said, "By Myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this thing and have not withheld your son, your only son,  17 indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies.  18 "In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice."  19 So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and went together to Beersheba; and Abraham lived at Beersheba.  20 Now it came about after these things, that it was told Abraham, saying, "Behold, Milcah also has borne children to your brother Nahor:  21 Uz his firstborn and Buz his brother and Kemuel the father of Aram  22 and Chesed and Hazo and Pildash and Jidlaph and Bethuel."  23 Bethuel became the father of Rebekah; these eight Milcah bore to Nahor, Abraham's brother.  24 His concubine, whose name was Reumah, also bore Tebah and Gaham and Tahash and Maacah.





The law came through Moses (Exodus 20).


Exodus 20:1-26  NAU Exodus 20:1 Then God spoke all these words, saying,  2 "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.  3 "You shall have no other gods before Me.  4 "You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth.  5 "You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me,  6 but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments.  7 "You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain.  8 "Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.  9 "Six days you shall labor and do all your work,  10 but the seventh day is a sabbath of the LORD your God; in it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter, your male or your female servant or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you.  11 "For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and made it holy.  12 "Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the LORD your God gives you.  13 "You shall not murder.  14 "You shall not commit adultery.  15 "You shall not steal.  16 "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.  17 "You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife or his male servant or his female servant or his ox or his donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbor."  18 All the people perceived the thunder and the lightning flashes and the sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they trembled and stood at a distance.  19 Then they said to Moses, "Speak to us yourself and we will listen; but let not God speak to us, or we will die."  20 Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid; for God has come in order to test you, and in order that the fear of Him may remain with you, so that you may not sin."  21 So the people stood at a distance, while Moses approached the thick cloud where God was.  22 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, 'You yourselves have seen that I have spoken to you from heaven.  23 'You shall not make other gods besides Me; gods of silver or gods of gold, you shall not make for yourselves.  24 'You shall make an altar of earth for Me, and you shall sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and your peace offerings, your sheep and your oxen; in every place where I cause My name to be remembered, I will come to you and bless you.  25 'If you make an altar of stone for Me, you shall not build it of cut stones, for if you wield your tool on it, you will profane it.  26 'And you shall not go up by steps to My altar, so that your nakedness will not be exposed on it.'





Because of the law, it was clear to man what was right and what was wrong (even though God had made it evident to them before the law.  See Romans 1).





Therefore, all men stood condemned under the law  (Galatians 3:10, Deuteronomy 27:26, Romans 7).


Galatians 3:10  10 For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO PERFORM THEM."


Deuteronomy 27:26  26 'Cursed is he who does not confirm the words of this law by doing them.' And all the people shall say, 'Amen.'


Romans 7:1-25  NAU Romans 7:1 Or do you not know, brethren (for I am speaking to those who know the law), that the law has jurisdiction over a person as long as he lives?  2 For the married woman is bound by law to her husband while he is living; but if her husband dies, she is released from the law concerning the husband.  3 So then, if while her husband is living she is joined to another man, she shall be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from the law, so that she is not an adulteress though she is joined to another man.  4 Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, so that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God.  5 For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were aroused by the Law, were at work in the members of our body to bear fruit for death.  6 But now we have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter.  7 What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, "YOU SHALL NOT COVET."  8 But sin, taking opportunity through the commandment, produced in me coveting of every kind; for apart from the Law sin is dead.  9 I was once alive apart from the Law; but when the commandment came, sin became alive and I died;  10 and this commandment, which was to result in life, proved to result in death for me;  11 for sin, taking an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me.  12 So then, the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.  13 Therefore did that which is good become a cause of death for me? May it never be! Rather it was sin, in order that it might be shown to be sin by effecting my death through that which is good, so that through the commandment sin would become utterly sinful.  14 For we know that the Law is spiritual, but I am of flesh, sold into bondage to sin.  15 For what I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing the very thing I hate.  16 But if I do the very thing I do not want to do, I agree with the Law, confessing that the Law is good.  17 So now, no longer am I the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me.  18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the willing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not.  19 For the good that I want, I do not do, but I practice the very evil that I do not want.  20 But if I am doing the very thing I do not want, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me.  21 I find then the principle that evil is present in me, the one who wants to do good.  22 For I joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner man,  23 but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members.  24 Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death?  25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand I myself with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other, with my flesh the law of sin.





Because all men were condemned to the consequences of violating the law (death and hell), the law became a curse to all men (because through the law guilt was clear) (Romans 6:20-23, Galatians 3:22).


Romans 6:20 - 7:1   20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.  21 Therefore what benefit were you then deriving from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the outcome of those things is death.  22 But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life.  23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  


Galatians 3:22   22 But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.





Since no man could obey the law, there is no way that any man could be justified (read: saved) through the law (Galatians 2:16).


Galatians 2:15-16  15 "We are Jews by nature and not sinners from among the Gentiles;  16 nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.





Then Jesus came.  He became the curse for us, that he might pay the real penalty for our sins, and for all sin (Galatians 3:13-14, Hebrews 9:27-28).


Galatians 3:13-14  13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us-- for it is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE "--  14 in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.


Hebrews 9:27-28  27 And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment,  28 so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him.





Because of Jesus’ death on the cross, the death of God’s only Son, and the blessing of all the nations though His death, the promise to Abraham was fulfilled  (Galatians 3:23-29).


Galatians 3:23-29   23 But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law, being shut up to the faith which was later to be revealed.  24 Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith.  25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.  26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  27 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's descendants, heirs according to promise.





We, then, as those who believe, only need believe.  There’s no need to be concerned about the law in terms of our salvation.  Because of who we are as Christians, we will want to strive to do the things of the law (because they are the process of becoming more Christ-like).  But, we are not bound to that law (Romans 4, James 2:14-26).


Romans 4:1 - 5:1  NAU Romans 4:1 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, has found?  2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God.  3 For what does the Scripture say? "ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS CREDITED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS."  4 Now to the one who works, his wage is not credited as a favor, but as what is due.  5 But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness,  6 just as David also speaks of the blessing on the man to whom God credits righteousness apart from works:  7 "BLESSED ARE THOSE WHOSE LAWLESS DEEDS HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN, AND WHOSE SINS HAVE BEEN COVERED.  8 "BLESSED IS THE MAN WHOSE SIN THE LORD WILL NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT."  9 Is this blessing then on the circumcised, or on the uncircumcised also? For we say, "FAITH WAS CREDITED TO ABRAHAM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS."  10 How then was it credited? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised;  11 and he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while uncircumcised, so that he might be the father of all who believe without being circumcised, that righteousness might be credited to them,  12 and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also follow in the steps of the faith of our father Abraham which he had while uncircumcised.  13 For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would be heir of the world was not through the Law, but through the righteousness of faith.  14 For if those who are of the Law are heirs, faith is made void and the promise is nullified;  15 for the Law brings about wrath, but where there is no law, there also is no violation.  16 For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be in accordance with grace, so that the promise will be guaranteed to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all,  17 (as it is written, "A FATHER OF MANY NATIONS HAVE I MADE YOU") in the presence of Him whom he believed, even God, who gives life to the dead and calls into being that which does not exist.  18 In hope against hope he believed, so that he might become a father of many nations according to that which had been spoken, "SO SHALL YOUR DESCENDANTS BE."  19 Without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own body, now as good as dead since he was about a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah's womb;  20 yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God,  21 and being fully assured that what God had promised, He was able also to perform.  22 Therefore IT WAS ALSO CREDITED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.  23 Now not for his sake only was it written that it was credited to him,  24 but for our sake also, to whom it will be credited, as those who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead,  25 He who was delivered over because of our transgressions, and was raised because of our justification.  


James 2:14-26  14 What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save him?  15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food,  16 and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and be filled," and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that?  17 Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.  18 But someone may well say, "You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works."  19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.  20 But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless?  21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar?  22 You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected;  23 and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS," and he was called the friend of God.  24 You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone.  25 In the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way?  26 For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.





This is the entire point that Paul tries to make in the beginning of chapter 3 of Galatians, in verse 3, “Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?”  Certainly not.  Instead, we desire to do and be the things of God because of the renewing of our mind and our spirit.








