Galatians 4:21-31 Study Questions

1. Read the analogy that’s being used in these verses.  Who does Hagar represent?  Ishmael?  What about Sarah and Isaac? 

2. Why is Paul making such an analogy?

3. Look at Genesis 21.  What happened to Ishmael?  What will happen to those he represents?

4. What resulted from Isaac’s inheritance?  What inheritance do we have?

5. Explain the meaning of verse 30. 

6. Explain the analogy.

7. How can we as Christians live as those who have an inheritance and not as those who are slaves?  What is that slavery to you?

8. Review the following verses and identify how you might apply their principles to your life this week:

(Titus 3:3-7 NASB)  For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another. {4} But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, {5} He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, {6} whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, {7} that being justified by His grace we might be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

(Rom 6:15-23 NASB)  What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? May it never be! {16} Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness? {17} But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed, {18} and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. {19} I am speaking in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness, resulting in further lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness, resulting in sanctification. {20} For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. {21} Therefore what benefit were you then deriving from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the outcome of those things is death. {22} But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life. {23} For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

