Eschatology – The Study of End-Times

Theories about interpretation
1 Corinthians 15:51-52; Mark 13:32
1. Amillennialism 
a. Coming of Christ:  Rapture and second coming are one event

b. Resurrection:  Believers and unbelievers are all raised at the second coming.  There is only one resurrection.

c. Judgment:  Single judgment for all people.

d. Tribulation:  Tribulation is current and something we experience today.

e. Millennium:  Not literal.  We are in the kingdom today during the church age.

f. Israel and the Church:  Church and Israel are the same.  No difference in the way they are dealt with.

2. Postmillennialism
a. Coming of Christ:  Rapture and second coming are one event and occur at the end of the millennium.
b. Resurrection:  Believers and unbelievers are all raised at the second coming.  There is only one resurrection.

c. Judgment:  Single judgment for all people.

d. Tribulation:  Tribulation is current and something we experience today.

e. Millennium:  Current age and millennium blend together because of the progress of the spread of the gospel.
f. Israel and the Church:  Church and Israel are the same.  No difference in the way they are dealt with.


3. Historical Premillennialism

a. Coming of Christ:  Rapture and the second coming occur at the same time.  Christ’s millennial reign begins at his coming.
b. Resurrection:  Believers raised at beginning of millennium, non-believers at the end.
c. Judgment:  Judgment at the beginning of millennium for believers, afterward for non-believers.
d. Tribulation:  Post-tribulation.  The church must go through the tribulation.
e. Millennium:  Both present and future.  Christ is reigning now, but will reign after His return.  Millennium is not necessarily a literal 1,000 years.
f. Israel and the Church:  Future for Israel, but the church is the figurative Israel.


4. Dispensational Premillennialism

a. Coming of Christ:  Christ raptures the church, then comes to reign on earth at the end of the tribulation.
b. Resurrection:  1.  Rapture of the church  2.  Raising of OT and Tribulation saints at second coming  3. unbelievers at the end of the millennium.
c. Judgment:  1.  Believers’ works at rapture.  2.  OT and Trib saints at second coming.  3.  Unbelievers at end of millennium
d. Tribulation:  Pre-tribulation view
e. Millennium:  Christ returns at the end of the tribulation to reign 1,000 literal years on the earth.
f. Israel and the Church:  Dealt with completely differently.  

