The Biblical Age of the Earth

Genealogy
Exact Time Frame
Biblical References

Adam to Noah
Definite
Genesis 5

Noah to Abraham
Definite
Genesis 11:10ff

Abraham to Isaac
Definite
Genesis 25:19-20

Esau’s Generations
Uncertain
Genesis 36:1ff

Jacob’s Generations
Uncertain
Genesis 37:2ff

Generations from Abraham to Jesus
Uncertain
Matthew 1

1. How many generations are listed from Abraham to Jesus in Matthew 1?

2. What is the average length of a generation (from one birth to the birth of the first born son)?  See Genesis 11:10ff for clues.

3. How many years (maximum) from Abraham to Christ?

4. How many years from Adam to Abraham?

5. How old is the earth from a Biblical perspective?

The Date of Creation

The vital question as to exactly when the uniquely significant event of Genesis 1:1 took place cannot be completely settled in the present state of the art of the study of Bible chronology. Although a great number of men have labored diligently in the attempt to formulate a complete chronology of the Bible, the very fact that they all disagree with each other demonstrates that the problems are serious and the issue still unsettled. A list of the difficulties that hinder this work would include the following, among others:

1) The uncertainty of accurate copying and transmission of the numbers originally recorded, since the Massoretic, Septuagint, and Samaritan texts all disagree in this respect

2) The uncertainty as to whether the length of the ancient calendar year was the same as the length of our present years

3) The possibility of missing generation(s) in the genealogies of the Old Testament

4) The confusing and sometimes apparently contradictory lists of the durations of the administrations of the various judges and kings of Israel and Judah

5) The even more unsatisfactory state of the comparable secular chronologies of Egypt and Babylonia

6) The still less satisfactory results derived from radiocarbon and other physical methods of dating

In view of the highly equivocal and contradictory data from all extra-Biblical sources, the only possibility of obtaining anything approximating an exact chronology would have to lie in the Bible itself. Biblical data essentially cluster around the following framework:

1) Genesis 1 gives the time from the creation of the universe to the creation of man.

2) Genesis 5 contains chronological data from the time of the first man to the great Flood.

3) Genesis 11 summaries the chronology from the Flood to Abraham, the founder of the Hebrew nation.

4) The historical books of the Old Testament (especially Genesis, Exodus, Numbers, Joshua, Judges, I and II Samuel, I and II Kings, I and II Chronicles) contain chronological data of the nation of Israel from the time of Abraham to the captivity.

5) The chronology of the captivity and restoration is obtained from certain of the prophetical books (especially Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Daniel) and the postcaptivity historical books (Ezra and Nehemiah).

6) The intertestament period chronology necessarily must depend either on secular chronology (especially the very questionable Manethan chronology of Egypt) or else the chronology implicit in the “seventy-weeks” prophecy of Daniel 9.

Morris, Henry M., The Genesis Record pp. 42-44

With such facts in mind, there is no good reason not to accept the simple literal Biblical chronology. This is not necessarily Ussher’s chronology; but it will be of the same general magnitude, since Ussher did base his calculations on the Biblical data. There are many uncertainties in such calculations, as noted above. In addition to Ussher’s date of 4004 B.C. for the creation, many other dates have been computed, some of which are as follows (all in years B.C.): Jewish, 3760; Septuagint, 5270; Josephus, 5555; Kepler, 3993; Melanchthon, 3964; Luther, 3961; Lightfoot, 3960; Hales, 5402; Playfair, 4008; Lipman, 3916; and others.

In addition, all the above calculations assume the completeness of the genealogies in Genesis 5 and 11. Many writers have argued that one or more gaps of unknown magnitude may be assumed in these lists, especially in Genesis 11. This possibility will be discussed later, in the commentary on these chapters. In any case, they cannot be stretched sufficiently to accommodate modern evolutionary chronology, which  places the origin of modern man at about 3,000,000 B.C., rather than  4000 B.C. At the outside, it would seem impossible to insert gaps  totaling more than about five thousand years in these chapters without rendering the record irrelevant and absurd. Consequently, the Bible will not support a date for the creation of man earlier than about 10,000 B.C.

Morris, Henry M., The Genesis Record p. 45

Online Resources:

http://www.icr.org/bible/caic.htm
Good summary of old and new earth views

http://www.halos.com/
Compelling scientific evidence of a young earth

http://www.mrccos.com/aru/orpages/or122/newman.htm
Presentation of a young earth from a non-Biblical perspective

http://www.ChristianAnswers.net/menu-ac1.html
Answers to common creation/evolution questions
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