Six Days?





Read Genesis chapter 1.  What phrase recurs throughout this first chapter?





What does that phrase mean?





Are there any possible alternative interpretations?





What is different about the phase each time it appears?





Go through each of the days of creation and list what was created on each day.








The Hebrew word for “day” is “yom”.





~Ay  H3117. yom,  [398a]; a prim. root; day:-- afternoon*(1), age(m)(7), age*(1), all the years(m)(1), always*(14), battle(1), birthday*(1), Chronicles*(38), completely*(m)(1), continually*(m)(14), course of time*(1), daily(22), daily amount*(m)(2), day(1118), daylight*(1), day's(7), days(641), days ago(1), days'(11), each(m)(1), each day(m)(4), entire(2), eternity(m)(1), evening*(m)(1), ever*(m)(1), every day(2), fate(m)(1), first(m)(5), forever*(m)(11), forevermore*(m)(1), full(1), full year(1), full years(4), future*(m)(1), holiday*(3), later*(2), length(m)(1), life*(m)(2), life(12), lifetime*(m)(1), lifetime(m)(2), live(m)(1), long*(m)(11), long(m)(2), long live(1), midday*(1), now(m)(5), older*(1), once(2), period(4), perpetually*(2), present(m)(1), recently(1), reigns(m)(1), ripe age*(1), short-lived*(m)(1), so long*(m)(1), sometime(1), some time(1), survived*(m)(2), time(44), time*(m)(1), times*(2), today(172), today*(1), usual(m)(1), very old*(1), when(m)(11), whenever(1), while(3), whole(2), year(10), yearly(5), years(m)(8), yesterday*(1).





As many of you have probably heard before, this word can mean a literal 24-hour day or an “age” or “period of time”.  There’s one important distinction between the use here, and where it is used to mean “age”.  Here, it is used with an ordinal number.  Read the notes from Ryrie’s Study Bible:





Vs. 1:5  And there was evening and there was morning, one day (better, day one). Later Jewish reckoning began the day with eventide (Lev. 23:32). That may be the reason for the order here, or it may simply mean that one day-night cycle was completed. Since daytime closes at evening and the night ends with the morning, the phrase indicates that the first day and night had been completed. Evening and morning cannot be construed to mean an age, but only a day; everywhere in the Pentateuch the word day, when used (as here) with a numerical adjective, means a solar day (now calibrated as 24 hours).





