Carriers.  In the mid-1980s the United States Navy possessed 14 aircraft carriers. Of these, four were nuclear powered. Three of these, at 91,400 tons, were the world's largest ships. The other ten were conventional oil-powered ships. The USS Nimitz was the largest of the nuclear types. It was 1,092 feet (333 meters) long and 252 feet (77 meters) at extreme width. The nuclear reactors provided the equivalent of 280,000 horsepower. The ship could accommodate 570 officers, 5,720 enlisted personnel, 100 aircraft, and three missile-defense systems. Carriers of the conventional Forrestal class measure 1,040 feet (317 meters) by 252 feet and carry a crew of 5,000 along with 90 aircraft.

Cruisers. The main task of cruisers is antiaircraft and antimissile defense of task forces, though some cruisers carry antisubmarine weapons as well. Some of the Navy's cruisers are nuclear powered, while others are conventional oil burners. The largest of the cruisers is 596 feet (182 meters) long and 63 feet (19 meters) at the widest. They carry crews of about 450 in addition to their weapons systems, missile launchers, and torpedo tubes.

Destroyers are used chiefly to defend aircraft carriers, amphibious ships, and merchant ships.  They also perform various independent missions, such as bombarding enemy shores and conducting search and rescue operations at sea.  

Modern destroyers have 5-inch (127-millimeter) guns, short-range antiaircraft missiles, and antisubmarine weapons.  They also carry one or two helicopters to attack submarines.  Destroyers range in length from about 375 to 560 feet (1121/2 to 171 meters).  They can reach speeds of 30 to 33 knots.

�Excerpted from Compton's Interactive Encyclopedia. Copyright © 1994, 1995, 1996 SoftKey Multimedia Inc. All Rights Reserved


�Excerpted from Compton's Interactive Encyclopedia. Copyright © 1994, 1995, 1996 SoftKey Multimedia Inc. All Rights Reserved


� Excerpted from World Book Multimedia Encyclopedia.  Copyright © 1997 World Book, Inc.  All Rights Reserved





