Colossians 4:1-4  1Masters, grant to your slaves justice and fairness, knowing that you too have a Master in heaven.  2 Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving;  3 praying at the same time for us as well, that God may open up to us a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been imprisoned;  4 in order that I may make it clear in the way I ought to speak.

Philippians 3:7-17  7 But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish in order that I may gain Christ,  9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith,  10 that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;  11 in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.  12 Not that I have already obtained it, or have already become perfect, but I press on in order that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus.  13 Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead,  14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.  15 Let us therefore, as many as are perfect, have this attitude; and if in anything you have a different attitude, God will reveal that also to you;  16 however, let us keep living by that same standard to which we have attained.  17 Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us.

Philippians 2:3-16  3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself;  4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.  5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,  6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,  7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  9 Therefore also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name,  10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those who are in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth,  11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;  13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.  14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing;  15 that you may prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world,  16 holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may have cause to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain.

Proverbs 12:24-25   24 The hand of the diligent will rule, But the slack hand will be put to forced labor.  

Proverbs 13:11-12  11 Wealth obtained by fraud dwindles, But the one who gathers by labor increases it.  

Proverbs 14:23-26   23 In all labor there is profit, But mere talk leads only to poverty.  24 The crown of the wise is their riches, But the folly of fools is foolishness.  25 A truthful witness saves lives, But he who speaks lies is treacherous.  

Proverbs 18:9  9 He also who is slack in his work Is brother to him who destroys.  

Proverbs 21:25   25 The desire of the sluggard puts him to death, For his hands refuse to work;  

Proverbs 22:29   29 Do you see a man skilled in his work? He will stand before kings; He will not stand before obscure men.  

2 Thessalonians 3:6-11   6 Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep aloof from every brother who leads an unruly life and not according to the tradition which you received from us.  7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example, because we did not act in an undisciplined manner among you,  8 nor did we eat anyone's bread without paying for it, but with labor and hardship we kept working night and day so that we might not be a burden to any of you;  9 not because we do not have the right to this, but in order to offer ourselves as a model for you, that you might follow our example.  10 For even when we were with you, we used to give you this order: if anyone will not work, neither let him eat.  11 For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like busybodies.

