The Heart of Man

Jeremiah 17:7-10 7 "Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD And whose trust is the LORD. 8 "For he will be like a tree planted by the water, That extends its roots by a stream And will not fear when the heat comes; But its leaves will be green, And it will not be anxious in a year of drought Nor cease to yield fruit. 9 "The heart is more deceitful than all else And is desperately sick; Who can understand it?
1. Define ethics. What does it mean for us to be ethical? What standards define our ethics?
2. For a world that does not have a common standard, how can we define as a society what is or is not ethical, moral, or even legal? (Exodus 20)
3. What effect do other people have on our attitudes or decisions about ethics? (1 Corinthians 15:33)
4. What are our expectations about what others in our society should be like or do in regard to ethical decisions? Do we expect our society as a whole to hold to a Judeo-Christian ethic? (1 Corinthians 2:14)
When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.  We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.
