Cloning and Bioethics

Christian Ethics Week 6

· What is cloning?  What is the process of cloning?

· Genetically merging an “empty cell” with genetic material (DNA) from another cell.

· This process is called “somatic cell nuclear transfer” (SCNT).


· Why would someone want to clone a human?

· Produce children genetically identical to other humans.

· Produce embryos used for genetic and other scientific purposes.


· When does a life become a life?  (Jeremiah 1:5; Isaiah 49:1)



· Where does life come from?  What about a person who is cloned?  Where does that life come from?   (Genesis 1:27; Psalm 139)





· Some questions to consider  (from http://sites.silaspartners.com/):

· Who would be the clone’s parents since there is no genetic “father” and “mother” in the usual sense?

· Who would be legally responsible for a cloned human being or groups of cloned human beings?

· What kind of rights would a clone have?

· Would it be legal to keep a cloned human embryo alive for a longer time outside the womb and develop parts of this human life for harvesting?

· At what point does a cloned human have rights?

