Capital Punishment

Christian Ethics Week 13

· Should we as Christians be in favor of capital punishment?  Why or why not?




· What offenses should be punishable by death?

· Murder

· Idolatry

· Sexual sin


· What does the Old Testament say about Capital Punishment?

· If one takes a life, his life should be taken.  (Genesis 9:6)



· We should not kill (or murder)  (Exodus 20:13, 21:12; Numbers 35:16-21)



· Premeditated murder is worthy of death (Deuteronomy 19:11-13)



· Accidental killing is not (Deuteronomy 19:4-7)



· What does the New Testament say about Capital Punishment?

· We should turn the other cheek.  (Matthew 5:38-39)



· Jesus does not condemn the adulteress.  (John 8:4-12)



· Immorality is worthy of death (Romans 1:32)



· Jesus came to fulfill the law and continued to teach the meaning of the law (Matthew 19:16-18; 1 John 3:15)

