Our Works (and the Law) and Salvation

· Salvation is not based on what we do (our works).
Ephesians 2:8-10; Romans 3:27-28

· The Old Covenant (the Law) was a covenant of works.
Galatians 3 (esp. verses 10-14)

· The Old Covenant was not enough in itself to save.
Romans 3:20; Romans 8:3-4; Hebrews 10 (esp. verse 4)
· It’s always been about faith, not works.
Romans 4  (esp. verses 9-15; see Genesis 15:6 and Genesis 22 for background)
· The New Covenant in Jesus perfected what was an imperfect covenant.
Hebrews 7:18-19; Galatians 2:15-16

· True works are an evidence of our true faith, and thus, of our salvation.
James 2:14-26
· Rightly motivated works perfect our salvation by working out our salvation through sanctification.
Hebrews 10:36-39
· True faith demands action.
James 1:22-26
· Conclusion
Hebrews 10:23-25
Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; {24} and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, {25} not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more, as you see the day drawing near.
