The Holy Spirit:  An introduction

I.
What is the Spirit?


A.
Definition-- “The Spirit of God is the divine principle of activity



everywhere at work in the world, executing the will of God”



Davis, John D.  A Dictionary of the Bible.  1969, 17th printing


B.
History



1.
Old Testament appearances (just a few of them)




a.
Annointing David:  1Sam.16:13




b.
Saul prophesied:  1Sam.10:9-11




c.
Israel Delivered:  Judges 3:10




d.
Provides for creative needs to build the Tabernacle:





Exodus 31:1-5



2.
Outpouring predicted:  Is.44:3, Eze.36:26, Zec.12:10



3.
Impregnation of Mary:  Luk.1:35



4.
Annointing of Christ’s ministry:  John 1:32-34


C.
What is it and does it mean now?



1.
Dwells here on Earth



2.
Fills and indwells every believer:  Gal.5:22-26, 1Cor.6:19

II.
How does the Spirit fit in with the other members of the trinity?


A.
Christ is empowered by the Spririt on Earth:  Matt.12:28


B.
Provided annointing of Christ’s ministry on Earth:  Luke 4:17-21


C.
Provides us with a connection to God:  Rom.8:26

III.
What are gifts of the Spirit?


A.
Define the gifts:  Gal.5:22 ff.


B.
Who gets them?  (same ref. as “A”)


C.
What about us in comparison with Christ’s gifts (all vs. some)?


D.
We cannot master the few gifts we have been given.



Is it any wonder we do not have more gifts to use or that we cannot



make wonderful things happen?  (cf.  Mat.25:14-30)

IV.
What does all this mean for us? (Closing thoughts)


A.
We have a power that was not available to God’s people until after



the coming of Christ


B.
We should remain continually repentant to God and one with the



Spirit in order to fulfill God’s purpose for our lives.

