The First Coming of Jesus Christ

Read Matthew 1:18-25, 2:1-2, 2:5-6

Genesis 22:15-18  Then the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, {16} and said, "By Myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son, {17} indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens, and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies. {18} "And in your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice."

Psalms 132:11 The LORD has sworn to David, A truth from which He will not turn back; "Of the fruit of your body I will set upon your throne.  (cf. Mat. 1:1, 1:17)

Isaiah 7:14 "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel. (cf. Mat. 1:18)

Isaiah 9:2 The people who walk in darkness Will see a great light; Those who live in a dark land, The light will shine on them. (cf. Mat. 2:2)

Isaiah 9:6-7 For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  {7} There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.
Jeremiah 23:5 "Behold, the days are coming," declares the LORD, "When I shall raise up for David a righteous Branch; And He will reign as king and act wisely And do justice and righteousness in the land.  (Important because Christ is later referred to as “The Branch” in prophesy, esp. in Ezekiel when his death is prophesied.)

Micah 5:2 "But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, From the days of eternity." (cf. Mat. 2:6)

Questions:

1.
What does Matthew 1:19 say to us about our attitudes toward handling problems?

2.
What do you think Joseph’s reaction was to the appearance and the message of the angel of God?

3.
How important was the naming of the Christ child?  What significance would be given to the name and the birth?

4.
What can we learn from the relation of the prophecies of the Old Testament and the fulfillment of them here?

5.
What message can we carry into the world about the birth of our Lord?

