Rapture Study Verses

NAS 2 Thessalonians 2:1 Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering together to Him,

 2 that you may not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come.

 3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction,

 4 who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.

 5 Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was telling you these things?

 6 And you know what restrains him now, so that in his time he may be revealed.

 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way.

 8 And then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming;

 9 that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders,

 10 and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved.

Sequence of events:  Apostasy, then day of the Lord.  Note that the apostasy is the revelation of the Antichrist at the mid-point of the tribulation.  However, note that the timeframe is not being given for the coming of the Lord, or for the gathering together to Him. 

NAS 1 Thessalonians 4:13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve, as do the rest who have no hope.

 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.

 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, and remain until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen asleep.

 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first.

 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord.

 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.
Sequence of events:  The Lord comes in the air with a shout, the archangel speaks and the trumpet of God sounds, and the dead in Christ rise.  Then the rest of us are caught up in the clouds.  Notice also that those who are dead in Christ come with Him in spirit for the resurrection of the body.

NAS 2 Peter 3:1 This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder,

 2 that you should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles.

 3 Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts,

 4 and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation."

 5 For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water,

 6 through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water.

 7 But the present heavens and earth by His word are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.

 8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.

 9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.

 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.

 11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,

 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, on account of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat!

 13 But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.

 14 Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless,

 15 and regard the patience of our Lord to be salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you,

 16 as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction.

 17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard lest, being carried away by the error of unprincipled men, you fall from your own steadfastness,

 18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.
This will be a great passage to end with.  Note that this clearly discusses the fact that the day of the Lord will come quickly like a thief.  How can that happen if we know when the Antichrist signs the covenant with Israel?  We must believe that this points to an immediate revelation and rapture.

NAS 1 Corinthians 15:50 Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,

 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.

 53 For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality.

 54 But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, "Death is swallowed up in victory.

 55 "O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?"

 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law;

 57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.
This is NOT the trumpets of the Revelation.  This is a trumpet of victory rather than of judgement.

NAS Hebrews 9:28 so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, shall appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him.
Notice here that Christ comes separate from sin all together.

NAS Revelation 11:11 And after the three and a half days the breath of life from God came into them, and they stood on their feet; and great fear fell upon those who were beholding them.

 12 And they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, "Come up here." And they went up into heaven in the cloud, and their enemies beheld them.

Rapture of the two witnesses.  The description of the witnesses in Revelation 11 makes it clear that these are NOT the church itself.

NAS Revelation 6:15 And the kings of the earth and the great men and the commanders and the rich and the strong and every slave and free man, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains;

 16 and they said to the mountains and to the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb;

 17 for the great day of their wrath has come; and who is able to stand?"

Notice here when the wrath has come.  This is clearly in opposition to a pre-wrath interpretation.  A pre-wrath view states that the wrath of God does not occur until ¾ of the way into the tribulation.  However, most would agree that the 7 seals through the first ½ of the tribulation, followed by the trumpets through the 3rd ¼ of the tribulation, and the vials during the last ¼ of the tribulation.

NAS Revelation 7:11 And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures; and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God,

 12 saying, "Amen, blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might, be to our God forever and ever. Amen."

 13 And one of the elders answered, saying to me, "These who are clothed in the white robes, who are they, and from where have they come?"

 14 And I said to him, "My lord, you know." And he said to me, "These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

 15 "For this reason, they are before the throne of God; and they serve Him day and night in His temple; and He who sits on the throne shall spread His tabernacle over them.

 16 "They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; neither shall the sun beat down on them, nor any heat;

 17 for the Lamb in the center of the throne shall be their shepherd, and shall guide them to springs of the water of life; and God shall wipe every tear from their eyes."

These are those who believe during the tribulation, sometimes called “tribulation saints”.

NAS Matthew 24:36 "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.

 37 "For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah.

 38 "For as in those days which were before the flood they were eating and drinking, they were marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,

 39 and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away; so shall the coming of the Son of Man be.

 40 "Then there shall be two men in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left.

 41 "Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken, and one will be left.

 42 "Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is coming.

 43 "But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at what time of the night the thief was coming, he would have been on the alert and would not have allowed his house to be broken into.

 44 "For this reason you be ready too; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not think He will.
Notice that these verses clearly describe imminency.  We must assume then, that the rapture will be at any time.  Note also, that the signs of what was going to happen during the days of Noah were there, but no one listened.  It will be the same in the end times.

NAS Revelation 3:10 'Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell upon the earth.
Even though this is said to the church at Philadelphia, it could be mentioned of the entire church, especially if you take the view that the church as a whole is represented by this church.  Notice also, that the church is kept from the hour.  What is that hour?  It is the entire tribulation.

NAS 1 Thessalonians 1:9 For they themselves report about us what kind of a reception we had with you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God,

 10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath to come.

Notice here that Jesus clearly delivers the church from wrath.  The real question is, when does that wrath begin?

NAS 1 Thessalonians 5:1 Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything to be written to you.

 2 For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night.

 3 While they are saying, "Peace and safety!" then destruction will come upon them suddenly like birth pangs upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.

 4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day should overtake you like a thief;

 5 for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness;

 6 so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober.

 7 For those who sleep do their sleeping at night, and those who get drunk get drunk at night.

 8 But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation.

 9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,

 10 who died for us, that whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with Him.

Notice again, that we are not destined for the wrath that is to come.  Ask yourself, “does the first few chapters describing the seals and trumpets contain wrath, or not?”  If not, then what is it?

NAS Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.

 10 For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.

Notice the promise of salvation from wrath.

NAS Philipians 3:20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;

Notice who we should be waiting for.

