Alcohol and the Christian

Ep.5:18-20 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.  Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

1.
Why do people drink?

2.
Name 3 things that are bad about drinking.

3.
Read John 2:1-10 and Proverbs 20:1.  Do these verses contradict one another?

4.
Now read 1Timothy 5:23.  Is drinking for the right reason OK?

5.
Look at 1 Corinthians 10:23-33.

6.
Leviticus 10:9 tells us that the Holy Priests (the Levites) are not to drink wine according to the Law.  Now read 1Peter 2:9.

7.
What are some reasons that we as Christians should not drink?

8.
Look at Romans 14:21.

9.
We are to be different from the rest of the world.  How can we use our abstention from alcohol as a witness to those around us?  

10.
Think it’s OK to drink?  Read Matthew 5:13-16.  You decide for yourself.

Nothing in the scripture expressly forbids drinking.  Many passages forbid getting drunk, however.  This issue is much more than whether or not it is OK for you as an individual to drink.  The question becomes whether or not your influence over another believer (or worse, a non-believer) would cause him/her to stumble (or worse, be turned off by a bunch of “hypocritical Christians”).  The decision is yours. 

