Alcohol and the Christian

Ep.5:18-20 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.  Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

1.
Why do people drink?

2.
Name 3 things that are bad about drinking.

3.
Read John 2:1-10 and Proverbs 20:1.  Do these passages contradict one another?

(John 2:1-10 NASB)  And on the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there; {2} and Jesus also was invited, and His disciples, to the wedding. {3} And when the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said^ to Him, "They have no wine." {4} And Jesus said^ to her, "Woman, what do I have to do with you? My hour has not yet come." {5} His mother said^ to the servants, "Whatever He says to you, do it." {6} Now there were six stone waterpots set there for the Jewish custom of purification, containing twenty or thirty gallons each. {7} Jesus said^ to them, "Fill the waterpots with water." And they filled them up to the brim. {8} And He said^ to them, "Draw some out now, and take it to the headwaiter." And they took it to him. {9} And when the headwaiter tasted the water which had become wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the headwaiter called^ the bridegroom, {10} and said^ to him, "Every man serves the good wine first, and when men have drunk freely, then that which is poorer; you have kept the good wine until now."

(Prov 20:1 NASB)  Wine is a mocker, strong drink a brawler, And whoever is intoxicated by it is not wise.

4. Now read 1Timothy 5:23.  Is drinking for the right reason OK?

(1 Tim 5:23 NASB)  No longer drink water exclusively, but use a little wine for the sake of your stomach and your frequent ailments.

5.
Look at 1 Corinthians 10:23-33.

(1 Cor 10:23-31 NASB)  All things are lawful, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful, but not all things edify. {24} Let no one seek his own good, but that of his neighbor. {25} Eat anything that is sold in the meat market, without asking questions for conscience' sake; {26} FOR THE EARTH IS THE LORD'S, AND ALL IT CONTAINS. {27} If one of the unbelievers invites you, and you wish to go, eat anything that is set before you, without asking questions for conscience' sake. {28} But if anyone should say to you, "This is meat sacrificed to idols," do not eat it, for the sake of the one who informed you, and for conscience' sake; {29} I mean not your own conscience, but the other man's; for why is my freedom judged by another's conscience? {30} If I partake with thankfulness, why am I slandered concerning that for which I give thanks? {31} Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. {32} Give no offense either to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God; {33} just as I also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of the many, that they may be saved.

6.
Leviticus 10:9 tells us that the Holy Priests (the Levites) are not to drink wine according to the Law.  Now read 1Peter 2:9.

(Lev 10:9-11 NASB)  "Do not drink wine or strong drink, neither you nor your sons with you, when you come into the tent of meeting, so that you may not die-- it is a perpetual statute throughout your generations-- {10} and so as to make a distinction between the holy and the profane, and between the unclean and the clean, {11} and so as to teach the sons of Israel all the statutes which the LORD has spoken to them through Moses."

(1 Pet 2:9-10 NASB)  But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; {10} for you once were NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are THE PEOPLE OF GOD; you had NOT RECEIVED MERCY, but now you have RECEIVED MERCY.

7.
What are some reasons that we as Christians should not drink?

8.
Look at Romans 14:13-23.

(Rom 14:13-23 NASB)  Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather determine this-- not to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother's way. {14} I know and am convinced in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself; but to him who thinks anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean. {15} For if because of food your brother is hurt, you are no longer walking according to love. Do not destroy with your food him for whom Christ died. {16} Therefore do not let what is for you a good thing be spoken of as evil; {17} for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. {18} For he who in this way serves Christ is acceptable to God and approved by men. {19} So then let us pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another. {20} Do not tear down the work of God for the sake of food. All things indeed are clean, but they are evil for the man who eats and gives offense. {21} It is good not to eat meat or to drink wine, or to do anything by which your brother stumbles. {22} The faith which you have, have as your own conviction before God. Happy is he who does not condemn himself in what he approves. {23} But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from faith; and whatever is not from faith is sin.

9.
We are to be different from the rest of the world.  How can we use our abstention from alcohol as a witness to those around us?  

10.
Think it’s OK to drink?  Read Matthew 5:13-16.  You decide for yourself.

(Mat 5:13-16 NASB)  "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how will it be made salty again? It is good for nothing anymore, except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by men. {14} "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. {15} "Nor do men light a lamp, and put it under the peck-measure, but on the lampstand; and it gives light to all who are in the house. {16} "Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.

Nothing in the scripture expressly forbids drinking.  Many passages forbid getting drunk, however.  This issue is much more than whether or not it is OK for you as an individual to drink.  The question becomes whether or not your influence over another believer (or worse, a non-believer) would cause him/her to stumble (or worse, be turned off by a bunch of “hypocritical Christians”).  The decision is yours. 

