God Changes His Mind








~xn H5162. nacham,  [636d]; a prim. root; to be sorry, console oneself:-- am sorry(1), appeased(1), become a consolation(1), change(7), changed(4), comfort(31), comforted(18), comforter(2), comforters(4), comforts(2), console(3), consolers(1), consoling(1), ended(1), give rest(1), have compassion(2), mind(10), minds(1), moved to pity(1), regret(1), regretted(1), relent(5), relented(4), relenting(3), relents(1), relieved(1), repent(3), repented(2), sorry(6), think better(1), time of mourning(1).








The meaning of the word is that of being sorry, or “backing down”.  You can see this same word used for many people as well, used in the same context it’s used to describe God in the following verses.








And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in 


His heart.    (Gen 6:6 NASB)





And the LORD said, "I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the 


land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for I am 


sorry that I have made them."    (Gen 6:7 NASB)





"Why should the Egyptians speak, saying, 'With evil intent He brought them out 


to kill them in the mountains and to destroy them from the face of the earth'? 


Turn from Thy burning anger and change Thy mind about doing harm to Thy people.    


(Exo 32:12 NASB)





So the LORD changed His mind about the harm which He said He would do to His 


people.    (Exo 32:14 NASB)





"God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son of man, that He should repent; 


Has He said, and will He not do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it 


good?    (Num 23:19 NASB)





Then it happened when he turned his back to leave Samuel, God changed his heart; 


and all those signs came about on that day.    (1 Sam 10:9 NASB)





"I regret that I have made Saul king, for he has turned back from following Me, 


and has not carried out My commands." And Samuel was distressed and cried out to 


the LORD all night.    (1 Sam 15:11 NASB)





"And also the Glory of Israel will not lie or change His mind; for He is not a 


man that He should change His mind."    (1 Sam 15:29 NASB)





And Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of his death; for Samuel grieved 


over Saul. And the LORD regretted that He had made Saul king over Israel.    


(1 Sam 15:35 NASB)





When the angel stretched out his hand toward Jerusalem to destroy it, the LORD 


relented from the calamity, and said to the angel who destroyed the people, "It 


is enough! Now relax your hand!" And the angel of the LORD was by the threshing 


floor of Araunah the Jebusite.    (2 Sam 24:16 NASB)





And God sent an angel to Jerusalem to destroy it; but as he was about to destroy 


it, the LORD saw and was sorry over the calamity, and said to the destroying 


angel, "It is enough; now relax your hand." And the angel of the LORD was 


standing by the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.    (1 Chr 21:15 NASB)





Do return, O LORD; how long will it be? And be sorry for Thy servants.    


(Psa 90:13 NASB)





And He remembered His covenant for their sake, And relented according to the 


greatness of His lovingkindness.    (Psa 106:45 NASB)





The LORD has sworn and will not change His mind, "Thou art a priest forever 


According to the order of Melchizedek."    (Psa 110:4 NASB)





Therefore I say, "Turn your eyes away from me, Let me weep bitterly, Do not try 


to comfort me concerning the destruction of the daughter of my people."    


(Isa 22:4 NASB)





"Among the smooth stones of the ravine Is your portion, they are your lot; Even 


to them you have poured out a libation, You have made a grain offering. Shall I 


relent concerning these things?    (Isa 57:6 NASB)





"For this the earth shall mourn, And the heavens above be dark, Because I have 


spoken, I have purposed, And I will not change My mind, nor will I turn from 


it."    (Jer 4:28 NASB)





"You who have forsaken Me," declares the LORD, "You keep going backward. So I 


will stretch out My hand against you and destroy you; I am tired of relenting!    


(Jer 15:6 NASB)





if that nation against which I have spoken turns from its evil, I will relent 


concerning the calamity I planned to bring on it.    (Jer 18:8 NASB)





But let that man be like the cities Which the LORD overthrew without relenting, 


And let him hear an outcry in the morning And a shout of alarm at noon;    


(Jer 20:16 NASB)





'Perhaps they will listen and everyone will turn from his evil way, that I may 


repent of the calamity which I am planning to do to them because of the evil of 


their deeds.'    (Jer 26:3 NASB)





"Now therefore amend your ways and your deeds, and obey the voice of the LORD 


your God; and the LORD will change His mind about the misfortune which He has 


pronounced against you.    (Jer 26:13 NASB)





"Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him to death? Did he not fear the 


LORD and entreat the favor of the LORD, and the LORD changed His mind about the 


misfortune which He had pronounced against them? But we are committing a great 


evil against ourselves."    (Jer 26:19 NASB)





'If you will indeed stay in this land, then I will build you up and not tear you 


down, and I will plant you and not uproot you; for I shall relent concerning the 


calamity that I have inflicted on you.    (Jer 42:10 NASB)





"I, the LORD, have spoken; it is coming and I shall act. I shall not relent, and 


I shall not pity, and I shall not be sorry; according to your ways and according 


to your deeds I shall judge you," declares the Lord GOD.'"    (Ezek 24:14 NASB)





And rend your heart and not your garments." Now return to the LORD your God, For 


He is gracious and compassionate, Slow to anger, abounding in lovingkindness, 


And relenting of evil.    (Joel 2:13 NASB)





The LORD changed His mind about this. "It shall not be," said the LORD.    


(Amos 7:3 NASB)





The LORD changed His mind about this. "This too shall not be," said the Lord 


GOD.    (Amos 7:6 NASB)





"Who knows, God may turn and relent, and withdraw His burning anger so that we 


shall not perish?"    (Jonah 3:9 NASB)





And he prayed to the LORD and said, "Please LORD, was not this what I said while 


I was still in my own country? Therefore, in order to forestall this I fled to 


Tarshish, for I knew that Thou art a gracious and compassionate God, slow to 


anger and abundant in lovingkindness, and one who relents concerning calamity.    


(Jonah 4:2 NASB)





"For thus says the LORD of hosts, 'Just as I purposed to do harm to you when 


your fathers provoked Me to wrath,' says the LORD of hosts, 'and I have not 


relented,    (Zec 8:14 NASB)





"For I, the LORD, do not change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not 


consumed.    (Mal 3:6 NASB)


NOTE:  The phrase “do not change” in Mal 3:6 is not nacham as listed above.  Instead it is the Hebrew word, shana (hnv), which is defined: 


H8132. shana, shanah,  [1039d]; a prim. root; to change:-- alter(1), beam(m)(1), change(2), changed(4), changing(1), different(1), disguise(1), disguised(1), feigned(1), given to change(1), pervert(1), transferred(1), various(1).


This word, unlike nacham, deals with changing “who” someone is.








(for they indeed became priests without an oath, but He with an oath through the 


One who said to Him, "THE LORD HAS SWORN AND WILL NOT CHANGE HIS MIND, 'THOU ART 


A PRIEST FOREVER'"
