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Building the Faith:  Relationships in Action

Outline for the weekend

1. Our relationship with God  (Friday Evening)

a. What does it mean to have a “relationship” with God?

b. How can we experience a relationship with God?

c. How can I know for sure that I have a relationship with God?

2. Cross Activity – Building our Relationship with God   (Friday Evening)


3. Our relationships with our Friends  (Saturday Morning)

a. What should be different about Christian’s relationships with each other?

b. If our relationships are different, what does that mean to us?

c. Healing hurt relationships

4. String Activity – Building up each other in Christ (Saturday Morning)

5. FREE TIME – Each individual needs to participate in the ropes course with someone else in the group.


6. Tools for Building the Faith  (Saturday Evening:  Rotate in small groups)

a. How do I study the Bible?

b. Memorize the books of the Bible

c. Sharing your faith

Our Relationship with God

What does it mean to have a “relationship” with God?

Read James 2:23, 2 Chronicles 20:7, and Isaiah 41:8.  Abraham was described as a friend of God.  Think about your friendships.  Does your relationship with God have some of the same characteristics as your relationships with your friends?  If so, how?



When you have a problem, do you like to talk to your friends about it?  Are you able to get through that tough time when your friends are there to talk to?

How much time do you spend talking to your best friend?  How much time do you talk to them at school?  At home on the phone?  At home on IM?

How much time do you spend talking to God?

How can we experience a relationship with God?

Why should we want a relationship with God?  Does God want a relationship with us?

Read Matthew 22:37-38.  How can we love God with all that we are?

Who initiates a relationship with God?  You or God?  Read 1 John 4:9-10, 19.

If we are His children, is there anything that will keep us from God’s love?  Read Romans 8:35-39.

So if God loves us, and wants us to love Him, how do we do that?

· No one seeks God on his own  (Romans 3:10-12)

· God draws us to Himself (John 6:44, John 12:32)

· If God loves us enough to send Jesus to die for us (1 John 3:16), what should our response be?  (Revelation 3:20)

· He meets us where we are.  We only need to trust Him.  (Romans 5:8)

How can I know for sure that I have a relationship with God?

· God wants us to know that we are saved (1 John 5:10-13).  The Spirit lets us know that we are saved (Rom. 8:16-17), and the Word of God tells us that we are, if we believe in Christ and make Him Lord of our lives.  

· God and God alone has the power to save. (Psa 3:8) 

· Salvation from God is a gift (Eph. 2:4-10).  Does God give this gift and then take it away?

· Once we choose to follow God and accept His free gift of salvation, what is God’s purpose for us?  It is to be conformed to the likeness of Christ (Rom. 8:29-30).  This means first on earth as His servants, but ultimately in a glorified state with Him in heaven (1 Cor. 15:20-24).  God promises us in Rom. 8:30 that those who are justified (saved) are also glorified.  This means that they must be complete in their salvation to the end (Rom. 8:17).

· God has prepared for us, as Christians, works for us to follow in (Eph. 2:4-10).  Why would God prepare works for us to follow in if we were not to live out our salvation?

· We as Christians have been called to follow Christ no matter what.  This is the “working out” of our salvation, or the process of sanctification.  Paul compares it to an endurance race in Heb. 12:1.  However, it is not a race that will go unfinished.  James 1:2-4 states that through endurance, you will “be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing,” which can only happen when we are with Him.

· This work which God has begun in us will be completed (Phil. 1:6).  Those who begin the race will complete it with Christ.  In Heb. 7:25, we are told that Christ is able to “save forever those who draw near to God though Him.”  

· No matter how difficult the battle becomes, we can trust that God will remain with us all the way (2Thess. 3:3).  No matter how hard Satan tries to defeat us (and ultimately God), he cannot do so (John 10:27-30).

· “These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, in order that you may know that you have eternal life.”  (1 John 5:13)

Cross Activity

Think for just a minute about your relationship with God.  What is it that’s keeping you from having a REAL relationship with the creator of the universe?  What is keeping you from being friends with the most powerful person of all times?  

Maybe you have a sin that keeps creeping into your life on a daily or weekly basis.  Maybe it’s something that no one but you knows about, or maybe it’s something that everyone can see, but you haven’t admitted to yourself or anyone else that it is sin.  James 4:17 says, “to one who knows the right thing to do and does not do it, to him it is sin.”  We all have sins in our lives that we fight.  Satan knows what they are.  Jesus knows what they are.  You know what they are.  But God also tells us that  “If we confess our sins, [Jesus] is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”  (1 John 1:8).  That means they are all gone.  No more.  Forgotten.   Wiped clean in God’s eyes.

Take a few minutes now to write down 3 areas of sin in your life that you struggle with.  Wite them below, but also write them down on a small piece of paper and fold them up and bring them to group time.

Make a small cross out of the wood that we gave you.  Make sure that you anchor it with a small nail, then wrap it with leather in an “x” motion.  Bring it to group time with you as well.

Our Relationships with our Friends

What should be different about Christian’s relationships with each other?

Read Acts 2:38-47.  Describe the early church.  

What were the relationships like between people in the early church?

What is different about the early church and our church today?  Do we have “one mind” as a group of believers?

Think of some things that the “world” could look at and say, “hey, now those people are different.”  Can someone know that we are different by looking at who we are and what we do?  How we treat each other?  (John 13:35)

How can we serve each other?  (Galatians 5:13)

If our relationships are different, what does that mean to us?

Who should we be friends with?  Read Luke 7:34.  Who was Jesus a friend of?  What does this mean?  

Should we be friends with people who are messed up in all kinds of bad things?    1 Corinthians 15:33 says, “Bad company corrupts good morals.”  How does Jesus’ approach to people mesh with this warning?  (James 4:4)

What sort of commitment should we have to spending time with other Christians?  (Hebrews 10:25)

As we grow with each other in our relationships and with God, should our attitude toward each other change?  If so, how?  Read Ephesians 4:14-15, 25-27.  How should we deal with difficult situations with each other?

Think of some practical ways you can help someone out this week.  List 3 people you can help and how you can help them.

	Person/Friend
	How can I help these people this week?

	1.



	

	2.



	

	3.



	


Healing hurt relationships

We read earlier in Ephesians 4:26 that we should not “let the sun go down on our anger.”  What happens when we let anger simmer without dealing with it?

Read Ephesians 4:1-3.  How should we deal with each other?

If someone hurts us, or if we hurt someone, how should we correct the problem?

Is there anyone that you have wronged?  Do you feel hurt by someone else?  If so, how can you resolve the situation so that you both can move forward in a spirit of love and respect for each other?

Read Romans 14:13-17.  Explain the principle that’s being taught here.  How should this change the way we treat one another?

Now read Psalm 41.  What was happening with David?  Where did David find encouragement when his friends hurt him?

Do you need to go to someone now and correct a wrong done to them?

String Activity

Below, write the names of up to five of your friends who are here this weekend.  Think of a way that this friend has either encouraged your or help you in some way over the last few weeks.  Write that down beside the person’s name.

	Friend’s Name
	Some way this individual has helped or encouraged you

	1.


	

	2.


	

	3.


	

	4.


	

	5.


	


Now take a few minutes to think of someone in the group who seems like he/she needs to be encouraged.  Think of someone who perhaps doesn’t have a lot of friends, or maybe no close friends.  Think of how you might encourage these people, or how you might be able to reach out to them to make them feel welcomed and a part of the group.

	New Friend’s Name
	How can I encourage this person?

	1.


	

	2.


	


As we gather back together into smaller groups, remember the things you wrote down here.
Tools for Building the Faith

How do I study the Bible?

1. Prepare with prayer.

2. Pick a topic or passage.

3. Study key passage thoroughly, being sure to read the entire reference in context with the surrounding scripture.  Read it several times.  What does the passage as a whole mean?  What does it say to you at this point in your walk with Christ?

4. Check other translations.  How have scholars translated the Greek or Hebrew?  Is there any controversy with the way some of the words are translated?

5. Follow cross-references and search for other related passages.  How are some of the same Hebrew or Greek words used in other passages?  Did the same event occur in other places in scripture?  Did the same circumstances occur elsewhere with a different outcome?

6. Follow topical chain for other related topics and references.  Especially if it is a difficult passage to understand, use other study aids to gain insight as to what others think about the passage.  Try to expand the searches that you originally did to gain additional insight as to what the writer meant when it was written.  Would additional geographical or historical information help with the interpretation?

7. Begin to piece together God’s Word with the original intent of the author (i.e., God). Are you trying to interpret with the passages’ obvious meaning, or are you trying to make more out of it than is really there?

8. Confirm conclusions through other sources.

9. Pose questions to other Christian Friends and Teachers.

10. Pray again that God has lead you to His inspired interpretation of the scripture, and not your own.

11. Apply the scripture to your life today, putting the Word into action.  How can you use what you have learned in a situation today?  

EXAMPLE STUDY:  Galatians Chapter 3

Memorize the books of the Bible

Learning the Books of the Old Testament

	Book
	Learning Groups
	Traditional Groups

	Genesis
	5 Books
	The Law

	Exodus
	
	

	Leviticus
	
	

	Numbers
	
	

	Deuteronomy
	
	

	Joshua
	3 Books (JJR)  
	History

	Judges
	Jay Junior
	

	Ruth
	
	

	1 Samuel
	1,2; 1,2; 1,2 (reverse alphabetically)
	

	2 Samuel
	
	

	1 Kings
	
	

	2 Kings
	
	

	1 Chronicles
	
	

	2 Chronicles
	
	

	Ezra
	3 Books (ENE) 
	

	Nehemiah
	Any
	

	Esther
	
	

	Job
	5 Books 
	Poetry

	Psalms
	Job Pleases People Eager to Sing
	

	Proverbs
	
	

	Ecclesiastes
	
	

	Song Of Solomon
	
	

	Isaiah
	2 Major Prophets, 1 Minor
	Prophecy

	Jeremiah
	Is Jerry Lazy?
	

	Lamentations
	
	

	Ezekiel
	2 Major Prophets, 1 Minor
	

	Daniel
	Eze Don’t Holler
	

	Hosea
	
	

	Joel
	J + 2 (AO)
	

	Amos
	
	

	Obadiah
	
	

	Jonah
	J + 2 (MN)
	

	Micah
	
	

	Nahum
	
	

	Habakkuk
	HZ and HZ (H’s alphabetically)
	

	Zephaniah
	
	

	Haggai
	
	

	Zechariah
	
	

	Malachi
	Last Book
	


Learning the Books of the New Testament

	Book
	Learning Groups
	Traditional Groups

	Matthew
	Gospels
	Gospels

	Mark
	
	

	Luke
	
	

	John
	
	

	Acts 
	A, R & 2C  or  2 & 2
	History

	Romans
	
	Epistles

	1 Corinthians
	
	

	2 Corinthians
	
	

	Galations
	Girls Eat Pop Corn or
	

	Ephesians
	General Electric Power Company
	

	Philippians
	
	

	Colosians
	
	

	1 Thessalonians
	2T & 2T    (in alphabetical order)
	

	2 Thessalonians
	
	

	1 Timothy
	
	

	2 Timothy
	
	

	Titus
	Tommy Printed His  Journal or
	

	Philemon
	Tell Phil He Jams
	

	Hebrews
	
	

	James
	
	

	1 Peter
	2P & 3J
	

	2 Peter
	
	

	1 John
	
	

	2 John
	
	

	3 John
	
	

	Jude
	Short Book
	

	Revelation
	Last Book
	Prophecy


Sharing your faith

EQUIP  YOURSELVES

2 Tim 3:16-17

A simple presentation of the gospel:

God loves you...
Jn.3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, [f] that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

But you have sinned...
Ro.3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

And sin has a penalty...
Ro.6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in [b] Christ Jesus our Lord. 

But Christ paid the penalty...
Ro.5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

You can receive Christ by turning
Jn.1:12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed 

from you sin and confessing 
in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- 


Ro.10:9-13 That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.  As the Scripture says, "Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame." [e]  For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile--the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him,  for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." [f] 

How many people have YOU shared the good news of Jesus Christ with this year?

Personal Commitment


People in my personal world are LOST.  I believe the message of forgiveness in Jesus Christ is their only hope of eternal salvation.


Therefore, I commit myself first to pray, then to cultivate their friendship; and, finally to do my best to witness to persons between now and this time next year.

List the names of 3 people you want to witness to before this time next year.

1.



2.



3.



