Assurance of Salvation

· God wants us to know that we are saved (1 John 5:10-13).  The Spirit lets us know that we are saved (Rom. 8:16-17), and the Word of God tells us that we are, if we believe in Christ and make Him Lord of our lives.  

· God and God alone has the power to save. (Psa 3:8) 

· Salvation from God is a gift (Eph. 2:4-10).  Does God give this gift and then take it away?

· Once we choose to follow God and accept His free gift of salvation, what is God’s purpose for us?  It is to be conformed to the likeness of Christ (Rom. 8:29-30).  This means first on earth as His servants, but ultimately in a glorified state with Him in heaven (1 Cor. 15:20-24).  God promises us in Rom. 8:30 that those who are justified (saved) are also glorified.  This means that they must be complete in their salvation to the end (Rom. 8:17).

· God has prepared for us, as Christians, works for us to follow in (Eph. 2:4-10).  Why would God prepare works for us to follow in if we were not to live out our salvation?

· We as Christians have been called to follow Christ no matter what.  This is the “working out” of our salvation, or the process of sanctification.  Paul compares it to an endurance race in Heb. 12:1.  However, it is not a race that will go unfinished.  James 1:2-4 states that through endurance, you will “be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing,” which can only happen when we are with Him.

· This work which God has begun in us will be completed (Phil. 1:6).  Those who begin the race will complete it with Christ.  In Heb. 7:25, we are told that Christ is able to “save forever those who draw near to God though Him.”  

· No matter how difficult the battle becomes, we can trust that God will remain with us all the way (2Thess. 3:3).  No matter how hard Satan tries to defeat us (and ultimately God), he cannot do so (John 10:27-30).

· “These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, in order that you may know that you have eternal life.”  (1 John 5:13)

