A Look at the Rapture

The Views:

Pre-Trib(ulation):
The rapture and the second coming are two separate events.  The rapture will occur prior to the beginning of the 7-year tribulation period.  The tribulation period will begin with the signing of a treaty with Israel by the Antichrist.

Mid-Tribulation:
The rapture occurs during the middle of the tribulation.  The rapture is described in Revelation 11:11-12, as the two witnesses are symbolic of the church.  The seventh trumpet of Revelation 11:15 and the last trump of 1 Corinthians 15:52 are the same.  Wrath, by definition, is the last 3 ½ years of the tribulation.

Post-Tribulation:
The rapture happens at the Second Coming of Christ.  Many variations exist.  Most believe that the events of the tribulation are not literal events.

Pre-Wrath:
The rapture occurs just prior to the pouring out of the wrath of God, which begins with the vial or bowl judgements.

Sequence of events
· Christ promises that He will come again (John 14:1-3)

· Jesus comes for the church, and the rapture occurs (1 Thess. 4:16-17; 1 Cor. 15:51-58)

· Antichrist signs a covenant with Israel and ushers in a time of peace (Dan. 9:26; 1 Thess. 5:3)

· The first 6 seals of Revelation are opened  (Rev. 6-8)

· The apostasy occurs, and the covenant is broken (2 Thess. 2:1-12; Dan. 9:27)

· The 7th seal is opened, which begins the 7 trumpet judgements and the great tribulation.  (Rev. 8:1-5)

· The 7 trumpets are sounded (Rev. 8:6-11:19)

· The harvest judgement occurs (Rev. 14:14-20)

· The 7 vial/bowl judgements are announced (Rev. 16)

· The glorious appearing occurs (the Second Coming) (Matt. 24:30; Rev. 19:11-21)

· The white throne judgment (Rev. 20)

· The millennium kingdom is ushered in (Rev. 21-22)

· When?

· At any time.  Key in the understanding of the rapture is this idea that the rapture can occur at any time.  This is called imminence.  (Matt. 24:36; 1 Thess. 5:1-10)

· It must occur before the wrath of God.  (Rev. 3:10; 1 Thess. 1:9; 1 Thess. 5:9; Rom. 5:8-10)

· When does God’s wrath begin?  What consists of His wrath?  (Rev. 6:15-16)

· What about the two witnesses?  Are they symbolic of the church?  (Rev. 11:11-12)

· Conclusions
· It does matter when.  Our perspective of when the rapture will occur affects our view of how to deal with life on a day to day basis.

· We as Christians should look for the signs of the coming of Christ, not Antichrist.  (Phil. 3:20)

· The scripture teaches imminency.  (see above)

· Many will be saved after the rapture.  (Rev. 7:11-17)

· Other Important Questions

· Will the seven seals of the Revelation be judgements against the earth, a beginning of the judgements of God’s wrath on the earth?

· Will God expect the church to go through such events?  Is the church to be judged?  (Hebrews 9:28)

· How will we look to Christ’s coming as a thief if we can predict exactly when it will be?

· Does the rapture have to occur before the Antichrist is revealed?

2 Peter 3:1-18

