Stephen is Martyred – Acts 6-7  (part 1)

Acts 6:8-15; Acts 7:54-8:1

1. Who was Stephen?  Why was he performing wonders and signs?



2. What was the Synagogue of the Freedmen?  What does that mean?  What did they have against Stephen?



3. Why were they unable to argue with him?



4. When they could not reason with him, why did they choose to lie about what he was saying and doing?  What was their goal?



5. Read verse 15.  Why do you think that God chose to allow Stephen’s face to shine like an angel?



** We will examine Stephen’s speech to the Council next week**


6. What was the reaction of the Council to Stephen’s words?  (we’ll talk about why next week)



7. Why do you think that God chose to give Stephen this vision just before he died?



8. What is the significance of Stephen seeing Jesus standing at the right hand of God?



9. Notice that in verse 57 the crowd is working together to take him out of the city.  Why did they cover their ears?  Who are the witnesses?  What is their role?

Jewish stoning was conducted as follows:

· The first witness was responsible for pushing the person off of a high place, typically a scaffold.  The goal of this practice was to, if possible, cause instant death, but without disfigurement of the body.

· The second witness was responsible for dropping a large stone on the person.

· Then the crowd threw stones at the person


10. Notice who the witnesses laid their robes at the feet of.  What is the significance of this?



11. Read verse 59.  Neither of the first 2 steps in the process actually killed Stephen.  He was still alive when it came time for the crowd to throw stones at him.  Look at the way Stephen died.  Would we be so gracious?

