Peter is Captured – Acts 12

1. Why did Herod decide to kill James?  (Note:  This is not Herod the Great, but his grandson)



2. Why did Herod have Peter arrested?  What was to happen to Peter (that is, what does it mean when it says that Herod was going to “bring him out before the people”)?


3. How did the early church react to Peter being arrested?  What was their expectation about their prayer?



4. Describe the arrangement with the soldiers that were guarding Peter.   How many soldiers?  Why were some chained to Peter?



5. Peter was sleeping soundly when the angel arrived.  Would you have been able to sleep soundly the night before you were being brought to the court to consider putting you to death?



6. How did the angel tell Peter to prepare?  What was Peter’s reaction and expectation about what was happening?  Note that the chains were not “removed” from Peter’s hands.  



7. Read verse 10.  How did the gate to the city open?  Why did the angel disappear when he did?  Why did the angel not stay with Peter?



8. When the angel left, what was Peter’s reaction?  Where did he go?



9. How did Rhoda react when Peter came to the gate?  What about the people inside?  What had the people in Mary’s house been doing when Peter arrived?



10. Verse 16 says that when Peter finally came into the house, the people were amazed.  Why?  Should they be?



11. What was the reaction among Herod’s soldiers when Peter was not there?  What was Herod’s response to Peter’s escape?  



12. What was the purpose of the people from Tyre and Sidon coming to Herod?  What were they trying to accomplish?  Why were they concerned about food?



13. When Herod responded to them, what happened?  Why was Herod struck down?



14. Read verse 25.  Where had Barnabas and Saul been?  Why were they there?

