Antioch and Famine – Acts 11

1. Why were some of the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem taking issue with Peter when they discovered that the Gentiles in Caesarea had received the Holy Spirit?



2. What is different about Peter’s account of the story in Chapter 11 vs. in Chapter 10?



3. What changed their minds about the Gentiles receiving the Spirit?



4. Where did some of the Christians from Jerusalem go after Stephen’s stoning?



5. Explain in verse 21 the difference between “believing” and “turning to the Lord”.



6. What do we learn about Barnabas in his journey to Antioch?  What do we already know about him?



7. Why did Barnabas seek out Paul to assist him in Antioch?   What did they do for the year they were there?



8. What prophets came from Jerusalem?  Why did they come?  What message did they bring?  How could they be sure of their message?



9. What was the reaction of the people when they discovered that there would be a famine?  Why did they decide to send an offering to Judea?



10. Who took the offering?

Think about the circumstances around the offering that was taken.  How did the believers in Antioch know to be prepared with an offering?  And what was their reaction to hearing that there would be – some time in the future – a need for an offering?  I often wonder if we are being sensitive to the moving of the Holy Spirit.  Are we listening for what He has to tell us…to make us better prepared to face the circumstances that are to come?

