1 Thessalonians Chapter #2 Questions

Was it easy for Paul and the other travelers who were with him to preach the gospel?

Absolutely not!  I think we all struggle with how, when, and whether or not we should share the gospel with someone.  I’m sure that Paul and his companions had the some of those same struggles.  However, Paul was firm in his belief and sure in his caring and love for the lost.  Many of us lack that same commitment.  In addition to this natural struggle with how to share what God has done for us, Paul faced real opposition to the gospel.  We know from the book of Acts that Paul was run out of Thessalonica.  This is just one of the many struggles that Paul faced.  Check out 2 Corinthians 11:23-28.
1. Did they choose to preach the gospel?

2. What authority did they have to speak the gospel?

3. How did they speak to the Thessalonians?

4. Explain verses 7 and 8.  Why are these verses significant?

Why were Paul and those with him working while they were preaching?  Would it not have been more effective not to work?

They sought to ensure that they were not a burden to those who they were teaching.  In other words, they didn’t want the people they were teaching to have to support them.  Further, they wanted to be an example to those who they were teaching.

Look at the analogy in verse 11.  Compare and contrast this with verse 7.

Note that Paul has compared himself and his team to the parental figures in the church.  This is a significant analogy.  Note that as a mother is gentle toward her child, so Paul was to the church.  Then note that as a father encourages and directs his children, they were doing the same for the church.  Why is this significant?  It means that they had authority and leadership over the church, and that they respected and taught from that leadership with the same love and caring attitude that a parent would with his/her child.

5. What was the purpose of speaking to those who already believed?

Consider the genuineness of the gospel as works from God (verse 13).  How does the world accept God’s word and His gospel?

The world rejects the gospel of Christ.  We as Christians often do more to damage the message of the gospel than to advance it.  We find ourselves looking and acting like the rest of the world, to the point that non-Christians wonder why anyone would want to be a Christian.  We should show the love of Christ in all that we do, and do works from the genuineness of the gospel of Christ, not as our own motivation to look good.  We are told in Ephesians 2:10 that God has prepared works for us as His children to walk in.  The problem is that we as His children have gone astray, and have no idea what “His works” are, or what they might be.  It is time that we as a body of Christ stand firm in His principles and as salt and light to a lost world.

What does it mean in verse 13 when it says “which also performs its work”?  What does the word “its” point to?

The word “its” points to the “word of God’s message”.  This means that we do the work of God’s message, which is the gospel.  What does it mean to do the work of the gospel?  It means many things.  In some cases, it does mean evangelism.  In other cases it means working for and with the body of Christ.  In most cases, it means living according to the principles of God.  Period.

In what ways was the Thessalonian church like the churches in Judea?

In that they suffered.  The churches in Judea suffered at the hand of the Jews.  However, the people of Thessalonica were also persecuted, but by those who were around them, not just from the Jews.

6. What “wrath” has come (verse 16) and to whom has it come?

7. Who could Satan “thwart” Paul’s plans?  Does Satan interfere with our plans?

How were the people at Thessalonica crowns for Paul?  Explain this concept in the context of verses 19-20.
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