1 Thessalonians Chapter #1 Questions





Who were Timothy and Silvanus?  What were their roles in the church at Thessalonica?





For what reasons was Paul thankful for the Thessalonian church?  Read the following.  Why is it so important to be thankful?


Phil 4:4-9


4	Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!


5	Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.


6	Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.


7	And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.


8	Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable-- if anything is excellent or praiseworthy-- think about such things.


9	Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me-- put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.





Verse 7 says that the church at Thessalonica was an example to the churches in Macedonia and Achaia.  In what ways was the church an example?





Was it easy for the Thessalonians to be Christians?  Why or why not?





In verse 5, what does it mean that the gospel came with “full conviction”?  What about “in power” and “in the Holy Spirit”?





What authority did Paul have over the Thessalonian church?  Why?  Read the following passage from 1 Corinthians for clarification.


1 Cor 4:14-21


14	I am not writing this to shame you, but to warn you, as my dear children.


15	Even though you have ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel.


16	Therefore I urge you to imitate me.


17	For this reason I am sending to you Timothy, my son whom I love, who is faithful in the Lord. He will remind you of my way of life in Christ Jesus, which agrees with what I teach everywhere in every church.


18	Some of you have become arrogant, as if I were not coming to you.


19	But I will come to you very soon, if the Lord is willing, and then I will find out not only how these arrogant people are talking, but what power they have.


20	For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power.


21	What do you prefer? Shall I come to you with a whip, or in love and with a gentle spirit?





How is it possible to “receive the word in much tribulation” and “with joy”?  Isn’t tribulation the opposite of joy?





Look at verse 8.  Explain its meaning, focusing on the words “but also in every place your faith toward God has gone forth”.  What was the church doing?





What were other places (churches) saying about the Thessalonian church?  Why?





Give a summary of the overall attitude of the members of the church of Thessalonica.
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