1 Thessalonians Chapter #1 Questions

Who were Timothy and Silvanus?  What were their roles in the church at Thessalonica?

Timothy and Silas (Silvanus) were both “missionaries” who traveled with and studied under the apostle Paul.  Timothy was, in fact, a pastor, and we can see Paul’s address to him as a pastor in 2 Timothy.  They were spiritual leaders in the church, and the church apparently knew them well.  More than all else, they were an example to the church, and friends of it.
1. For what reasons was Paul thankful for the Thessalonian church?  Read the following.  Why is it so important to be thankful?

Phil 4:4-9

4
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!

5
Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.

6
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.

7
And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

8
Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable-- if anything is excellent or praiseworthy-- think about such things.

9
Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me-- put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.

Paul was thankful specifically for their “faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord.”  We also see in verses 6 & 7 that they had become imitators of Paul, Silas, and Timothy, and as a result had become an example to the other churches.  We should be thankful in all things, but especially in those who hold fast to God’s Word and stand as examples of what it means to be a Christian.  We live in such a mixed up society, that we often take a very negative attitude about it all.  As Christians, we too should be an example to the churches…a light that stands to show Christ to the world.  We’ll talk more about what we can do specifically in the weeks to come.
2. Verse 7 says that the church at Thessalonica was an example to the churches in Macedonia and Achaia.  In what ways was the church an example?

3. They were an example in everything that they did.  Paul commends them specifically for their faith (see verse 8).
Was it easy for the Thessalonians to be Christians?  Why or why not?
It was not easy for them to be Christians.  In fact, we see in the book of Acts, chapter 17, that Paul and Silas were run out of town by the Jews who did not want the gospel preached.  There was certainly persecution for the new Christians in Thessalonica. 
5. In verse 5, what does it mean that the gospel came with “full conviction”?  What about “in power” and “in the Holy Spirit”?

This is the question that we’ve already had some discussion about.  However, if we look at the context, it is clear that the power that Paul is speaking of is the power of the gospel.  That it’s message alone is enough for them to accept Christ, but that it also came through the conviction of the Holy Spirit.  That is, God was working on the hearts of the people there through the power of His Spirit as well as through the words of the gospel itself.
6. What authority did Paul have over the Thessalonian church?  Why?  Read the following passage from 1 Corinthians for clarification.

1 Cor 4:14-21

14
I am not writing this to shame you, but to warn you, as my dear children.

15
Even though you have ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel.

16
Therefore I urge you to imitate me.

17
For this reason I am sending to you Timothy, my son whom I love, who is faithful in the Lord. He will remind you of my way of life in Christ Jesus, which agrees with what I teach everywhere in every church.

18
Some of you have become arrogant, as if I were not coming to you.

19
But I will come to you very soon, if the Lord is willing, and then I will find out not only how these arrogant people are talking, but what power they have.

20
For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power.

21
What do you prefer? Shall I come to you with a whip, or in love and with a gentle spirit?

Paul had authority over the church as the Apostle of Jesus Christ.  He had authority to observe, praise, and correct in the Love of Christ.  His authority as spiritual leader (second only to Christ Himself), is key in understanding his praise for the church would be understood by the church, and how his direction should have been received then as well as today.  And finally, he was an example to the church.  Just as they had been an example to other churches, he too was an example to them.

How is it possible to “receive the word in much tribulation” and “with joy”?  Isn’t tribulation the opposite of joy?

This phrase specifically speaks to the hardships that the people in Thessalonica faced in accepting the gospel.  Yes, they faced persecution, but it was worth it to them, because they had as a result the joy and love of Christ in their hearts.  Just because one has joy doesn’t mean one has to like everything that’s happening to him/her at that point in time.  You can still rejoice in the love of Christ and what He’s done for you regardless of your situation.

Look at verse 8.  Explain its meaning, focusing on the words “but also in every place your faith toward God has gone forth”.  What was the church doing?

The church was telling others about what it had experienced.  Since Thessalonica was a trade city, many people passed through the city.  It’s clear that the word about the church there was being spread, and Paul had discovered word about their visit was preceding them in their further journeys.  Apparently, Paul had prepared to tell people about what was going on in Thessalonica, but the people he was telling had already heard.  Have you heard  about a church lately that is so excited about the gospel that they are telling everyone about their new-found faith?

What were other places (churches) saying about the Thessalonian church?  Why?

1. They were saying that the church was genuine, and that it had experienced a movement of God.  They were saying that the church there treated Paul and Silas well, and that they should be commended.

2. Give a summary of the overall attitude of the members of the church of Thessalonica.

I’ll leave this one to individuals.  I will say that, however, they were excited about their faith, they were telling others, and they weren’t afraid of the consequences of telling others about what Christ had done for them.
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