 1 Kings 8:  The Ark Enters the Temple

Study This Chapter Online at:  http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?passage=1ki+8&version=nas&showtools=1#Legend
Focal Passages

8:2-9; 10-11; 12-13; 22; 25; 27-30; 41-42; 46; 53; 57-58; 60

1. Once the temple was completed, did God accept it as His dwelling place on earth?


2. What was the process that was involved in moving the Ark of the Covenant from the Tabernacle into the Temple?


3. Explain the meaning of verse 8.  Was the Holy of Holies too small?


4. Read verse 9.  Now read Hebrews 9:4.  Explain the difference.  (Numbers 17:10, Exodus 16:33)


5. What is happening in verses 10-11?  What is the “glory of the Lord”?


6. Outline Solomon’s Prayer.  What does he ask for?  (one thing)

· If a man sins against his neighbor and is made to take an oath (v31)

· When Israel is defeated before an enemy because of their sin (v33)

· When there is no rain because of Israel’s sin (v35)

· When there is famine, pestilence, blight, locust, or enemy besieges them, or plague, or sickness (v37)

· When a foreigner comes to the temple for God’s name’s sake (v41)

· When Israel goes to battle (v44)

· When any man sins (v46)

7. Describe Solomon’s blessing of the people.

· God be with us

· He may incline our hearts to Himself

· We may walk in His ways

· Keep His commandments, statutes, and ordinances

· Solomon’s prayer be near to God’s heart always

· All the peoples of the earth may know God is God

· Your heart completely devoted to God

Shechinah [S]   (From Easton’s Bible Dictionary)

a Chaldee word meaning resting-place, not found in Scripture, but used by the later Jews to designate the visible symbol of God's presence in the tabernacle, and afterwards in Solomon's temple. When the Lord led Israel out of Egypt, he went before them "in a pillar of a cloud." This was the symbol of his presence with his people. For references made to it during the wilderness wanderings, see Exodus 14:20; 40:34-38; Leviticus 9:23,24; Numbers 14:10; 16:19,42. 

It is probable that after the entrance into Canaan this glory-cloud settled in the tabernacle upon the ark of the covenant in the most holy place. We have, however, no special reference to it till the consecration of the temple by Solomon, when it filled the whole house with its glory, so that the priests could not stand to minister (1 Kings 8:10-13; 2Chr. 5:13,14; 7:1-3). Probably it remained in the first temple in the holy of holies as the symbol of Jehovah's presence so long as that temple stood. It afterwards disappeared. (See CLOUD .) 










